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that Yco says he has not twenty rounds of great cartridge 
left.” 

So, surely and silent, the Vengeance sheers off, but keeps as 
near as she can to the little squadron, all through the night of 
rain and thunder which follows. Next morning the sun rises 
on a clear sky, with a strong west-north-west breeze, and all 
hearts are asking what the day will bring forth. 

They are long past Dunkirk now; the German Ocean is 
opening before thmu. The Spaniards, sorely battered, and 
lessened In numbers, have, during the night, regained some 
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sort of order. The English hang on their skirts a mile or two 
behind. They have no ammunition, and must wait for more. 
To Amyas’s great disgust, the Sta. Catharina has rejoined her 
fellows during the night. 

“Never mind,” says Cary; “she can neither dive nor fly, 

and as long as she is above water, we-What is the Admiral 

about?” 

He is signalling Lord Henry Seymour and his squadron. Soon 
they tack, and come down the wind for the coast of Flanders. 
Parma must be blockaded still; and the Hollanders are likely to 
be too busy with their plunder to do it effectually. Suddenly 
there is a stir in the Spanish fleet. Medina and the rearmost 
ships turn upon the English. What can it mean? Will they 
offer battle once more ? If so, it were best to get out of their 
way, for we have nothing wherewith to fight them. So the 
English lie close to the wind. They will let them pass, and 
return to their old tactic of following and harassing. 

“Good-bye to Seymour,” says Cary, “if he is caught between 
them and Parma’s flotilla. They are going to Dunkirk.” 

“Impossible! They will not have water enough to reach his 
light craft. Here comes a big ship right upon us! Give him all 
you have left, lads; and if he will fight us, lay him alongside, 
and die boarding.” 

They gave him what they had, and hulled him with every 
shot; but his huge side stood silent as the grave. He had not 
wherewithal to return the compliment. 

“As I live, he is cutting loose the foot of his mainsail! the 
villain means to run.” 

“There go the rest of them! Victoria!” shouted Cary, as 
one after another, every Spaniard set all the sail he could. 

There was silence for a few minutes throughout the English 
fleet; and then cheer upon cheer of triumph rent the skies. It 
was over. The Spaniard had refused battle, and thinking only 
of safety, was pressing downward toward the Straits again. 
The Invincible Armada had cast away its name, and England 
was saved. 

“But he will never get there, sir,” said old Yeo, who had 
come upon deck to murmur his Nunc Domine , and gaze upon 
that sight beyond all human faith and hope: “Never, never 
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will he weather the Flanders shore, against such a breeze as 
is coming up. Look to the eye of the wind, sir, and see how the 
Lord is fighting for His people!” 

Yes, down it came, fresher and stiffer every minute out of the 
grey north-west, as it does so often after a thunderstorm; and 
the sea began to rise high and white ruder the “Claro Aqui- 
lone,” till the Spaniards were fain to ta':c in all spare canvas, 
and lie-to as best they could; while the English fleet, lying-to 
also, awaited an event which was in God’s hands and not in 
theirs. 

“They will be all ashore on Zealand before the afternoon,” 
murmured Amyas. 

The Spaniards neared and neared the fatal dunes, which 
fringed the shore for many a dreary mile; when, behold, the 
wind began to fall as rapidly as it had risen. 

But the south-wester recovered the mastery of the skies, and 
Spaniard '*.nd English were moving away; this time northward. 
Whither now ? To Scotland ? Amyas knew not, and cared not. 

The Armada was defeated, and England saved. 



A Slaver Shows Fight 

MICHAEL SCOTT 

Tom Cringle of the Firebrand is given command of the schooner 
Wave, and ordered to “cruise in the great Cuba channel for 
the prevention of piracy and the suppression of the slave trade 
carried on between the island of Cuba and the coast of Africa.” 
He has with him three West Indian friends—Pepperpot 
Wagtail, a Jamaica Creole, Paul Gelid, a native of the Bahamas, 
and Aaron Bang. The crew have equally colourful names, 
such as Timothy Tailtackle, Jigmaree, and Handlead. The 
cruise is a light-hearted affair until a sail is sighted, and then 
the Wave goes into action, joined by her young captain’s friends. 
This is one of the many adventures that befall the story’s 
narrator in Tom Cringle's Log . 

As the evening fell, the breeze freshened; and during the night 
it blew strong, so that from the time we bore up, and parted 
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company with the Firebrand , until day-dawn next morning, 
we had run 130 miles or thereby to the northward and west¬ 
ward, and were then on the edge of the Gfteat Bahama Bank. 
The breeze now failed us, and we lay roasting in the sun until 
midday, the current sweeping us to the northward, and still 
farther on to the bank, until the water shoaled to three fathoms. 
At this time the sun was blazing fiercer' right overhead; and 
from the shallowness of the water, there was not the smallest 
swell, or undulation of the surface. The sea, as far as the eye 
could reach, was a sparkling light green, from the snow-white 
.sand at the bottom, as if a level desert had been suddenly 
submersed under a few feet of crystal clear water, which 
formed a cheery spectacle, when compared with the customary 
leaden, or dark blue colour of the rolling fathomless sea. It was 
now dead calm--“Fishing lines there—Idlers, fishing lines,” 
said I; and in a minute there were forty of them down over the 
side. 

In Europe, iFh in their shapes partake of the sedate character 
oi the people who inhabit the coasts of the seas or rivers in 
which they swim—at least I think so. The salmon, the trout, 
the cod, and all the other tribes of the finny people, are repu¬ 
table in their shapes, and altogether respectable-looking 
creatures. But within the tropics, Dame Nature plays strange 
vagaries; and here, on the Great Bahama Bank, every new 
customer, as he floundered in on deck—no joke to him, poor 
fellow—elicited shouts of laughter from the crew. They were 
in no respect shaped like fish of our cold climat'* * some were 
all head—others all tail -some, so far as shape went, had their 
heads where, with submission, I conceived their tails should 
have been; and then the colours, the intense brilliancy of the 
scales of these monstrous -looking animals. We hooked up a lot 
of bonitos, iolbs. a-picce, at the least. 

At dinner our Creole friend was very entertaining. Bang 
drew him out, and had him to talk on all his favourite topics, 
in a most amusing manner. 

The time wore on, and it might have been half-past seven 
when we went on deck. 

It was a very dark night—Tailtackle had the watch. “Any 
thing in sight, Mr. Tailtackle?” 
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“Why, no, sir; but I have just asked your steward for your 
night-glass, as, once or twice—but it is so thick—Pray, sir, 
how far are we off the Hole in the Wall?” 

“Why, sixty miles at the least.” 

The Hole in the Wall is a very remarkable rock in the 
Crooked Island Passage, greatly resembling, as the name 
betokens, a wall breached by the sea, or by battering cannon, 
which rises abruptly out of the water, to a height of forty feet. 

“Then,” quoth Tailtackle sharply, “there must be a sail 
close aboard of us, to windward there.” 

“Where?” said I. “Quick, send for my night-glass.” 

“I have it here in my hand, sir.” 

“Let me see”—and I peered through it until my eyes ached 
again. I could see nothing, and resumed my walk on the 
quarterdeck. Tailtackle, in the meantime, continued to look 
through the telescope, and as I turned from aft to walk forward, 
a few minutes after this—“Why, sir,” said he, “it clears a bit, 
and I see the object that has puzzled me again.” 

“Eh? give me the glass”—in a second I caught it. “By 
Jupiter, you say true, Tailtackle! beat to quarters—quick— 
clear away the long gun forward there!” 

All was bustle for a minute. I kept my eye on the object, 
but I could not make out more, than that it was a strange 
sail; I could neither judge of her size nor her rig, from the 
distance, and the extreme darkness of the night. At length 
I handed the glass to Tailtackle again. We were at this time 
standing in towards the Cuba shore, with a fine breeze, and 
going along seven knots, as near as could be. 

The long gun was slewed round—both carronadcs were 
run out, all three being loaded, double-shotted, and carefully 
primed—the whole crew, with our black supernumeraries, 
being at quarters. 

“I see her quite distinct now, sir,” sung out Timotheus. 

“Well, what looks she like?” 

“A large brig, sir, by the wind on the same tack—you can 
see her now without the glass—there—with the naked eye.” 

I looked, and certainly fancied I saw some towering object 
rising high and dark to windward, like some mighty spectre 
walking the deep, but I could discern nothing more. 
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“She is a large vessel, sure enough, sir,” said Timothy once 
more—“now she is hauling up her courses, sir—she takes in 
topgallant sails—why, she is bearing up across our bows, sir 
—mind she don’t rake us.” 

“The deuce!” said I. I now saw the chase very distinctly 
bear up. “Put the helm up—keep her away a bit—steady— 
that will do—fire a shot across her bows, Mr. Tailtackle—and, 
Mr. Rccfpoint, shew the private signal.” The gun was fired, 
and the lights shewn, but our spectral friend was all darkness 
and silence. “Mr. Scarfemwell,” said I to the carpenter, 
“stand by the long gun. Tailtackle, I don’t like that chap— 
open the magazine. 5 ' By this time the strange sail was on our 
quarter—we shortened sail, while he, finding that his manoeuvre 
of crossing our bows had been foiled by our bearing up also, 
got the foretack on board again, and set his topgallant sails, 
all very cleverly. He was not far out of pistol-shot. Tailtackle, 
in his chirr and trousers, and felt shoes, now stuck his head up 
the main hatchway. 

“I would recommend your getting the hatches on, sir—that 
fellow is not honest, sir, take my word for it.” 

“Never mind, Mr. Tailtackle, never mind. Forward, there; 
Mr. Jigmarcc, slap a round shot into him, since he won’t speak, 
or heave to—right between his masts, do you hear—are you 
ready?” 

“All ready, sir.” 

“Fire.” The gun was fired, and simultaneous 1 '; we heard a 
crash on board the strange sail, followed by a , ^rcing yell, 
similar to what the negroes raise over a dead comrade, and 
then a long melancholy howl. 

“A slaver, and the shot has told, sir,'’ said Mr. Handlcad, 
the master. 

The brig once more shortened sail; and the instant that 
the foresail rose, he let fly his bow gun at us—then another, 
another, and another. 

“Nine guns of a side, as I am a sinner,” quoth Jigmaree; and 
three of the shot struck us, mortally wounded one poor fellow, 
and damaged poor little Reefy by a splinter in the side. 

“Stand by, men—take good aim—fire”—and we again let 
drive the long gun and carronadc; but our friend was too 
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quick for us, for by this time he had once more hauled his 
wind, and made sail as close to it as he could stagger. We 
crowded everything in chase, but he had the heels of us, and 
in an hour he was once more nearly out of sight in the dark 
night, right to windward. 

“Keep at him, Mr. Jigmaree;” and as I feared he was 
running us in under the land, I dived to consult the chart. 
There, in the cabin, I found Wagtail, Gelid, and Bang, sitting 
smoking on each side of the small table, with some brandy and 
water before them. 

“Ah,” quoth Gelid, “ah! fighting a little? Not pleasant in 
the evening, certainly.” 

One of the seamen, with another following him, brought 
down on his back the poor fellow who had been wounded, 
and laid his bloody load on the table. To those who are un¬ 
acquainted with these matters, it may be right to say, that 
the captain’s cabin, in a small vessel like the Wave, is often in 
an emergency used as a cockpit—and so it was in the present 
instance. 

“Beg pardon, captain and gentlemen,” said the surgeon, 
“but I must, I fear, perform an ugly operation on this poor 
fellow. I fancy you had better go on deck, gentlemen.” 

Now I had an opportunity to see of what sterling metal 
my friends were at bottom made. Mr. Bang in a twinkling had 
his coat off. 

“Captain,” said the poor fellow, while Bang supported him 
in his arms—“I shall do yet, sir; indeed I have no great pain.” 

All this time the surgeon was cutting off’ his trousers, and 
then, to be sure, a terrible spectacle presented itself. The knee- 
bone, was smashed to pieces. The doctor gave the poor fellow 
a large dose of laudanum in a glass of brandy, and then pro¬ 
ceeded to amputate the limb, high up on the thigh. Bang stood 
the knife part of it very steadily, but the instant the saw rasped 
against the shattered bone he shuddered. 

“I am going, Cringle—can’t stand that—sick as a dog”—and 
he was so faint that I had to relieve him in supporting the poor 
fellow. Wagtail had also to go on deck, but Paul Gelid remained 
firm as a rock. The limb was cut off, the arteries taken up very 
cleverly. 
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Stern duty now called me on deck. The night was still very 
dark, and I could see nothing of the chase, but I made all the 
sail I could in the direction which I calculated she would steer, 
trusting that, before morning, we might get another glimpse of 
her. 

The tedious night at length wore awry, and the gray dawn 
found me sound asleep, leaning out at th* gangway. They had 
scarcely begun to wash down the decks, when we discerned 
our friend of the preceding night, about four miles to windward, 
close hauled on the same tack, apparently running in for the 
Cuba shore, as fast as canvas would carry him. If this was his 
object, we had proved too quick for him, as by casting off stays, 
and slacking shrouds, and, in every way we could think of, 
loosening the rigid trim of the little vessel, we had in a great 
measure recovered her sailing; so when he found he was cut 
off'from the land, he resolutely bore up, took in his topgallant- 
sails, hnul d up his courses, fired a gun, and hoisted his large 
Spanish ensign, all in regular man-of-war fashion. By this 
time it was broad daylight, and Wagtail, Gelid and Bang, 
were all three on deck, performing their morning ablutions. 

I expected the breeze would have freshened as the day broke, 
but I was disappointed; it fell, towards six o’clock, nearly calm. 
Come, thought I, we may as well go to breakfast; and my 
guests and I forthwith set down to our morning meal. Soon 
after, the wind died away altogether—and fct out sweeps” was 
the word; but I soon saw we had no chance v\h the chase 
at this game, and as to attacking him with the ats, it was 
entirely out of the question; neither could I, in the prospect of 
a battle, afford to murder the people, by pulling all day under 
a roasting sun, against one who could man his sweeps with 
relays of slaves, without one of his crew putting a finger to 
them; so I reluctantly laid them in, and there I stood looking 
at him the whole forenoon, as he gradually drew ahead of us. 
At length I piped to dinner, and the men having finished theirs, 
were again on deck; but the calm still continued; and seeing 
no chance of it freshening, about four in the afternoon we sat 
down to ours in the cabin. There was little said; m\ friends, 
although brave and resolute men, were naturally happy to 
see the brig creeping away from us, as fighting could only 
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bring them danger; and my own feelings were of that mixed 
quality, that while I determined to do all I could to bring 
him to action, it would not have broken my heart had he 
escaped. We had scarcely finished dinner, however, when the 
rushing of the water past the run of the little vessel, and the 
steadiness with which she skimmed along, shewed that the 
light air had freshened. 

Presently Tailtackle came down. “The breeze has set down, 
sir; the strange sail has got it strong to windward, and brings 
it along with him cheerily.” 

“Beat to quarters, then, Tailtackle; all hands stand by to 
shorten sail. How is she standing?” 

“Right down for us, sir.” 

I went on deck, and there was the Guineaman about two 
miles to windward, evidently cleared for action, with her 
decks crowded with men, bowling along steadily under her 
single-reefed topsails. 

I saw all clear. Wagtail and Gelid had followed me on deck, 
and were now busy with their black servants inspecting muskets. 
But Bang still remained in the cabin. I went down. He was 
gobbling his last plantain, and forking up along with it most 
respectable slices of cheese, when I entered. 

I had seen before I left the deck that an action was now 
unavoidable, and judging from the disparity of force, I had 
my own doubts as to the issue. I need scarcely say that I was 
greatly excited. It w r as my first command: My future standing 
in the service depended on my conduct now —and, God help 
me, I was all this while a mere lad, not more than twenty-one 
years old. A strange indescribable feeling had come over me, 
and an irresistible desire to disburden my mind to the excellent 
man before me. I sat down. 

“Hey day,” quoth Bang, as he laid down his coffee-cup; 
“why, Tom, what ails you? You look deuced pale, my boy.” 

“Up all night, sir, and bothered all day,” said I; “wearied 
enough, I can tell you.” 

I felt a strong tremor pervade my whole frame at this mo¬ 
ment; and I was impelled to speak by some unknown impulse, 
which I could not account for, nor analyse. 

“Mr. Bang, you are the only friend whom I could count 
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on in these countries; you know all about me and mine, and, 
I believe, would willingly do a kind action to my father’s 
son.” 

“What are you at, Tom, my dear boy? come to the point, 
man.” 

“I will. I am distressed beyond measi re at having led you 
and your excellent friends, Wagtail and Gelid, into this danger; 
but I could not help it, and I have satisfied my conscience 
on that point; so I have only to entreat that you will stay below, 
and not unnecessarily expose yourselves. And if I should fall,— 
may I take this liberty, my dear sir,” and I involuntarily took 
his hand—“if I should fall, and I doubt if I shall ever see the sun 
set again , as we arc fearfully overmatched-” 

Bang struck in— 

“Why, if our friend be too big—why not be off then? Pull 
foot, man, eh?—Havana under your lee?” 

“A thou:>c.nd reasons against it, my dear sir. I am a young 
man and a young officer, my character is to make in the service— 
No, no, it is impossible—an older and more tried hand might 
have bore up, but I must fight it out. If any stray shot carries 
me off, my dear sii, will you take”—a choking lump rose in my 
throat, and I could not proceed for a second. 

“Don’t mention it—my good boy—don’t mention it; neither 
of us, as the old general said, will fight a bit the worse.” 

I looked at him. “Do you then mean to fight?” said I. 

“To be sure I do—why not? I have no wife,” • he did not 
say he had no children—“Fight? To be sure I do. 

“Another gun, sir,” said Tailtackle, through the open sky¬ 
light. Now all was bustle, and we hastened on deck. Our 
antagonist was a large brig, three hund r ed tons at the least, 
a long low vessel, painted black, out and in, and her sides 
round as an apple, with immensely square yards. She was 
apparently full of men. The sun was getting low, and she was 
coming down fast on us, on the verge of the dark blue water of 
the seaAreeze. I could make out ten ports and nine guns of 
a side. I inwardly pra\ed they might not be long oner, but I 
was not a little startled to see through the glass that there 
were crowds of naked negroes at quarters, and on the forecastle 
and poop. That she was a contraband Guineaman, I had 
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already made up my mind to believe; and that she had some 
fifty hands of a crew, I also considered likely; but that her 
captain should have resorted to such a perilous measure, 
perilous to themselves as well as to us, as arming the captive 
slaves, was quite unexpected, and not a little alarming, as it 
evinced his determination to make the most desperate resistance. 

Tailtackle was standing beside me at this time, with his 
jacket off, his cutlass girded on his thigh, and the belt drawn 
very tight. All the rest of the crew were armed in a similar 
fashion; the small-arm-men with muskets in their hands, and 
the rest at quarters at the guns; while the pikes were cast loose 
from the spars round which they had been stopped, with tubs 
of wadding, and boxes of grape, all ready ranged, and every 
thing clear for action. 

“Mr. Tailtackle,” said I, “you are gunner here, and should 
be in the magazine. Cast off that cutlass; it is not your province 
to lead the boarders.” The poor fellow blushed, having, in the 
excitement of the moment, forgotten that he was anything 
more than captain of the Firebrand's maintop. 

The slaver was now within musket-shot, when he put his 
helm to port, with the view of passing under our stern. To 
prevent being raked, we had to luff up sharp in the wind, 
and fire a broadside. I noticed the while splinters glance from 
his black wales; and once more the same sharp yell rung in 
our ears, followed by the long melancholy howl, already 
described. 

“We have pinned some of the poor blacks again,” said 
Tailtackle, who still lingered on the deck; small space for 
remark, for the slaver again fired his broadside at us, with 
the same cool precision as before. 

“Down with the helm, and let her come round,” said I; 
“that will do—master, run across his stern—out sweeps for¬ 
ward, and keep her there—get the other carronade over to 
leeward—that is it—now, blaze away while he is becalmed— 
fire, small-arm men, and take good aim.” 

We were now right across his stern, with the spanker boom 
within ten yards of us; and although he worked his two stern 
chasers with great determination, and poured whole showers 
of musketry from his rigging, and poop, and cabin-windows, 
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yet, from the cleverness with which our sweeps were pulled, 
and the accuracy with which we were kept in our position, 
right athwart his stern, our fire, both from the cannon and 
musketry, the former loaded with round and grape, was telling, 
I could see, with fearful effect. 

Crash—“There, my lads, down goc> his main-topmast— 
pepper him well, while they are blinded and confused among 
the wreck. Fire away—there goes the peak, shot away cleverly, 
close by the throat. Don’t cease firing, although his flag be 
down—it was none of his doing. There, my lads, there he has 
it again; you have shot away the weather fore-topsail sheet, 
and he cannot get from under you.” 

Two men at this moment lay out on his larboard fore¬ 
yard-arm, apparently with the intention of splicing the sheet, 
and getting the clew of the fore-topsail once more down to 
the yard; if they had succeeded in this, the vessel would again 
have fetched way, and drawn out from under our fire, Mr. 
Bang and Paul Gelid had all this time been firing with mur¬ 
derous precision, from where they had ensconced themselves 
under the shelter of the larboard bulwark, close to the tafferel, 
with their three black servants in the cabin, loading the six 
muskets, and little Wagtail, who was no great shot, sitting on 
the deck, handing them up and down. 

“Now, Mr. Bang,” cried I, “for the love of Heaven,”—and 
may heaven forgive me for the ill-placed exclamation—“mark 
these two men— down with them!” 

Bang turned towards me with all the coolness in t.ie world— 
“What, those chaps on the end of the long stick?” 

“Yes—yes,” (I here spoke of the larboard fore-yardarm,) 
“yes, down with them.” 

He lifted his piece as steadily as if he had really been duck¬ 
shooting. 

“I say, Gelid, my lad, take you the innermost.” 

“Ah!” quoth Paul. They fired—and down dropped both 
men, and squattered for a moment in the water, like wounded 
waterfowl, and then sank for ever. 

“Now, master,” shouted I, “put the helm up and lay him 
alongside—there—stand by with the grapplings—one round 
the backstay—the other through the chainplate there—so— 
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you have it.” As we ranged under his counter—“Mainchains 
are your chance, men—boarders, follow me.” And in the 
enthusiasm of the moment, I jumped into the slaver’s main 
channel, followed by twenty-eight men. We were in the act of 
getting over the netting when the enemy rallied and fired a 
volley of small arms, which sent four out of the twenty-eight 
to their account, and wounded three more. We gained the 
quarterdeck, where the Spanish captain, and about forty of 
his crew, shewed a determined front, cutlass and pistol in 
hand—we charged them—they stood their ground. Tailtackle 
(who, the moment he heard the boarders called, had jumped 
out of the magazine, and followed me) at a blow clove the 
Spanish captain to the chine; the lieutenant, or second in 
command, was my bird, and I had disabled him by a sabre cut 
on the sword-arm, when he drew his pistol, and shot me 
through the left shoulder. I felt no pain, but a sharp pinch, 
and then a cold sensation, as if water had been poured down 
my neck. 

Jigmaree was close by me with a boarding-pike, and our 
fellows were fighting with all the gallantry inherent in British 
sailors. For a moment the battle was poised in equal scales. 
At length our antagonist gave way, when about fifteen of the 
slaves, naked barbarians, who had been ranged with muskets 
in their hands on the forecastle, suddenly jumped down into 
the waist with a yell, and came to the rescue of the Spanish 
part of the crew. 

I thought we were lost. Our people, all but Tailtackle, poor 
Handlead, and Jigmaree, held back. The Spaniards rallied, 
and fought with renewed courage, and it was now, not for 
glory, but for dear life, as all retreat was cut off by the parting 
of the grapplings and warps, that had lashed the schooner 
alongside of the slaver, for the Wave had by this time forged 
ahead, and lay across the brig’s bows, in place of being on 
our quarter, with her fore-mast jammed against the slaver’s 
bowsprit, whose spritsail-yard crossed our deck between the 
masts. We could not therefore retreat to our own vessel if we 
had wished it, as the Spaniards had possession of the waist and 
forecastle; all at once, however, a discharge of round and grape 
crashed through the bridleport of the brig, and swept off three 
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of the black auxiliaries before mentioned, and wounded as 
many more. 

I hailed them to surrender. 

“Zounds,” cried Jigmaree, “there’s the clink of hammers; 
they are knocking off the fetters of the slaves.” 

“If you let the blacks loose,” I sung out in Spanish, “by 
the Heaven above us, I will blow you up, although I should 
go with you! Hold your hands, Spaniards! Mind what you 
do, madmen!” 

“On with the hatches, men,” shouted Tailtackle. 

, They had been thrown overboard, or put out of the way, they 
could nowhere be seen. The firing from below continued. 

“Cast loose that carronadc there; clap in a canister of grape— 
so—now run it forward, and fire down the hatchway.” It was 
done, and taking effect amongst the pent-up slaves, such a 
yell arose—O God! O God! -I never can forget it. Still the 
maniacs continued firing up the hatchway. 

“Load and fir^ again.” My people were now furious, and 
fought more like incarnate fiends broke loose from hell than 
human beings. 

“Run the gun up to the hatchway once more.” They ran 
the carronadc so furiously forward, that the coaming, or ledge 
was split off, and down went the gun, carriage and all, with 
a crash into the hold. Presently smoke appeared rising up the 
fore-hatchway. 

“They have set fire to the brig; overboard—regain the 
schooner, or we shall all be blown into the air Ilk 1 peels of 
onions!” sung out little Jigmaree. 

But where was the 11 ave ? She had broke away, and was 
now a cable's length ahead, apparently fast leaving us. 

“Up, and let fall the foresail, men—down with the foretack— 
cheerily now—get way on tiie brig, and overhaul the Wave 
promptly, or we are lost,” cried I. It was done with all the 
coolness of desperate men. I took the helm, and presently 
we were once more alongside of our own vessel. Time we were 
so, for about one hundred and fifty of the slaves, whose shackles 
had been knocked off, now scrambled up the fore-hatchway, 
and wc had only time to jump overboard, when they made 
a rush aft; and no doubt, exhausted as wc were, they would 
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have massacred us on the spot, frantic and furious as they 
had become from the murderous fire of grape that had been 
directed down the hatchway. 

But the fire was quicker than they. The smouldering smoke, 
that was rising like a pillar of cloud from the fore-hatchway, 
was now streaked with tongues of red flame, which, licking the 
masts and spars, ran up and caught the sails and rigging. In 
an instant, the fire spread to every part of the gear aloft, while 
the other element, the sea, was also striving for the mastery 
in the destruction of the doomed vessel; for our shot, or the 
fall of the carronade into the hold, had started some of the 
bottom planks, and she was fast settling down by the head. We 
could hear the water rushing in like a millstream. The fire 
increased—her guns went off as they became heated—she 
gave a sudden heel—and while five hundred human beings, 
pent up in her noisome hold, split the heavens with their 
piercing death-yells, down she went with a heavy lurch, head 
foremost, right in the wake of the setting sun, whose level rays 
made the thick dun wreaths that burst from her as she dis¬ 
appeared, glow with the hue of the amethyst; and while the 
whirling clouds, gilded by his dying radiance, curled up into 
the blue sky, in rolling masses, growing thinner and thinner, 
until they vanished away, even like the wreck whereout they 
arose—and the circling eddies, created by her sinking, no 
longer sparkled and flashed in the red light—and the stilled 
waters where she had gone down, as if oil had been cast on 
them, were spread out like polished silver, shining like a mirror, 
while all around was dark blue ripple—a puff of fat black 
smoke, denser than any we had yet seen, suddenly emerged, 
with a loud gurgling noise, from out the deep bosom of the 
calmed sea, and rose like a balloon, rolling slowly upwards, 
until it reached a little way over our mastheads, where it 
melted and spread out into a dark pall, that overhung the 
scene of death, as if the incense of such a horrible and polluted 
sacrifice could not ascend into the pure heaven, but had been 
again crushed back upon our devoted heads, as a palpable 
manifestation of the wrath of Him who hath said—“Thou 
shalt not kill.” 

For a few moments all was silent as the grave, and I felt as 
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if the air had become too thick for breathing, while I looked up 
like another Cain. 

Presently, about one hundred and fifty of the slaves, men , 
women , and children , who had been drawn down by the vortex, 
rose amidst numberless pieces of smoking wreck, to the surface 
of the sea; the strongest yelling like fiendr. But we could not 
perceive one single individual of her white ' tew; like desperate 
men, they had all gone down with the brig. We picked up 
about one half of the miserable Africans. 

Soon all was quiet; a wounded black here and there was 
shrieking and struggling for a moment before he sank into 
his watery grave; a few pieces of wreck were floating and 
sparkling on the surface of the deep in the blood-red sunbeams, 
which streamed in a flood of glorious light on the bloody deck, 
shattered hull, and torn sails and rigging of the Wave, and on 
the dead bodies and mangled limbs of those who had fallen; 
while some heavy scattering drops of rain fell sparkling from 
a passing cloud, as if Nature had wept in pity over the dismal 
scene. I said something—ill and hastily. Aaron was close 
beside me, sitting on a carronade slide, while the surgeon was 
dressing a pike wound in his neck. He looked up solemnly in 
my face, and then pointed to the blessed luminary, that was 
now sinking in the sea, and blazing up into the resplendent 
heavens—“Cringle, for shame—for shame—your impatience 
is blasphemous. Remember this morning—and thank Him ”— 
here he looked up and crossed himself—‘"thank Him who, 
while he has called poor Mr. Handlead, and so m my brave 
fellows, to their last awful reckoning, has mercifull) brought 
us to the end of this fearful day—oh, thank Him, Tom, that 
you have seen the sun set once more!” 
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HERMAN MELVILLE 

Captain Ahab of-the Pequod , an American whaling ship, has 
one paramount ambition in life—to find and kill Moby Dick, 
the legendary white whale that had upon a previous occasion 
robbed him of a leg. He makes rendezvous with some German 
whaler captains, but they have no news of the kind Ahab seeks. 
Then whales are seen churning through the sea. The boats or 
“keels” commanded by Stubb, Flask, and Starbuck are 
lowered, and begin a race with the German boats. How the 
grim hunt for Ahab’s fabulous whale ends is told in Moby Dick , 
from which this story is taken. 

The predestinated day arrived, and we duly met the ship 
Jungfrau, Derick De Deer, master, of Bremen. 

At one time the greatest whaling people in the world, the 
Dutch and Germans are now among the least; but here and 
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there at very wide intervals of latitude and longitude, you still 
occasionally meet with their flag in the Pacific. 

For some reason, the Jungfrau seemed quite eager to pay her 
respects. While yet some distance from the Pequod , she 
rounded to, and dropping a boat, her captain was impelled 
towards us, impatiently standing in the bows instead of the 
stern. 

“What has he in his hand there ?” cried Starbuck, pointing to 
something wavingly held by the German. “Impossible!—a 
lamp-feeder!” 

- “Not that,” said Stubb, “no, no, it’s a coffee-pot, Mr. 
Starbuck; he’s coming off to make us our coffee, is the Yarman; 
don’t you see that big tin can there alongside of him?—that’s 
his boiling water. Oh! he’s all right, is the Yarman.” 

“Go along with you,” cried Flask, “it’s a lamp-feeder and an 
oil-can. He’s out of oil, and has come a-begging.” 

Howcwi curious it may seem for an oil-ship to be borrowing 
oil on the whale-ground, and however much it may invertedly 
contradict the old proverb about carrying coals to Newcastle, 
yet sometimes sueh a thing really happens; and in the present 
case Captain Derick De Deer did indubitably conduct a lamp- 
feeder, as Flask did declare. 

As he mounted the deck, Ahab abruptly accosted him, with¬ 
out at all heeding what he had in his hand; but in his broken 
lingo, the German soon evinced his complete ignorance of the 
white whale; immediately turning the conversation to his 
lamp-feeder and oil-can, with some remarks touching his having 
to turn into his hammock at night in profound darkness—his 
last drop of Bremen oil being gone, and not a single flying-fish 
yet captured to supply the deficiency; concluding by hinting 
that his ship was indeed what in the Fishery is technically called 
a clean one (that is, an empty one), well deserving the name of 
Jungfrau or the Virgin. 

His necessities supplied, Derick departed; but he had not 
gained his ship's side, when whales were almost simultaneously 
raised from the mast-heads of both vessels; and so eager for the 
chase was Derick, that without pausing to put his oil-can and 
lamp-feeder aboard, he slewed round his boat and made after 
the leviathan lamp-feeders. 
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Now, the game having risen to leeward, he and the other 
three German boats that soon followed him, had considerably 
the start of the Pequod's keels. There were eight whales, an 
average pod. Aware of their danger, they were going all abreast 
with great speed straight before the wind, rubbing their flanks 
as closely as so many spans of horses in harness. They left a 
great, wide wake, as though continually unrolling a great wide 
parchment upon the sea. 

Full in this rapid wake, and many fathoms in the rear, swam 
a huge, humped old bull, which by his comparatively slow 
progress, as well as by the unusual yellowish incrustations 
overgrowing him, seemed afflicted with the jaundice, or some 
other infirmity. Whether this whale belonged to the pod in 
advance, seemed questionable; for it is not customary for such 
venerable leviathans to be at all social. Nevertheless, he stuck 
to their wake, though indeed their back water must have 
retarded him, because the white-bone or swell at his broad 
muzzle was a dashed one, like the swell formed when two hostile 
currents meet. His spout was short, slow, and laborious; coming 
forth with a choking sort of gush, and spending itself in torn 
shreds, followed by strange subterranean commotions in him, 
which seemed to have egress at his other buried extremity, 
causing the waters behind him to upbubble. 

“Who’s got some paregoric?” said Stubb, “he has the 
stomach-ache, I’m afraid. Lord, think of having half an acre of 
stomach-ache! Adverse winds are holding mad Christmas in 
him, boys. It’s the first foul wind I ever knew to blow from 
astern; but look, did ever whale yaw so before? it must be, 
he’s lost his tiller.” 

As an overladen Indiaman bearing down the Hindustan coast 
with a deck load of frightened horses, careens, buries, rolls, and 
wallows on her way; so did this old whale heave his aged bulk, 
and now and then partly turning over on his cumbrous rib-ends, 
expose the cause of his devious wake in the unnatural stump of 
his starboard fin. Whether he had lost that fin in battle, or had 
been born without it, it were hard to say. 

“Only wait a bit, old chap, and I’ll give yc a sling for that 
wounded arm,” cried cruel Flask, pointing to the whale-line 
near him. 
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“Mind he don’t sling thee with it,” cried Starbuck. “Give 
way, or the German will have him.” 

With one intent all the combined rival boats were pointed for 
this one fish, because not only was he the largest, and therefore 
the most valuable, whale, but he was nearest to them, and the 
other whalers were going with such great velocity, moreover, as 
almost to defy pursuit for the time. At this juncture, the Pequod's 
keels had shot by the three German boats last lowered; but from 
the great start he had had, Derick’s boat still led the chase, 
though every moment neared by his foreign rivals. The only 
tiding they feared, was, that from being already so nigh to his 
mark, he would be enabled to dart his iron before they could 
completely overtake and pass him. As for Derick, he seemed 
quite confident that this would be the case, and occasionally 
with a deriding gesture shook his lamp-feeder at the other boats. 

“The ungracious and ungrateful dog!” cried Starbuck; “he 
mocks and dares me with the very poor-box I filled for him not 
five minutes ago g ”--then in his old intense whisper—“give 
way, greyhounds! Dog to it!” 

“I tell ye what it is, men”—cried Stubb to his crew—“It’s 
against my religion co get mad; but I’d like to eat that villainous 
Yarman—Pull—won’t ye? Are ye going to let that rascal beat 
ye ? Do ye love brandy ? A hogshead of brandy, then, to the 
best man. Come, why don’t some of ye burst a blood-vessel? 
Who’s that been dropping an anchor overboard—we don’t 
budge an inch—we’re becalmed. Halloo, here’s g^ss growing 
in the boat’s bottom—and by the Lord, the c st there’s 
budding. This won’t do, boys. Look at that Yarman. The short 
and long of it is, men, will ye spit fire or not ?” 

“Oh! see the suds he makes!” cried Flask, dancing up and 
down—“What a hump—Oh, do pile on the beef—lays like a log! 
Oh! my lads, do spring—slap-jacks and quohogs for supper, you 
know, my lads—baked clams and muffins—ho, do , do, spring — 
he’s a hundred handler—don’t lose him now—don’t, oh, 
dorCt\ —sec that Yarman—Oh! won’t ye pull for your duff, my 
lads—such a sog! such a sogger! Don’t ye love sperm? There 
goes three thousand dollars, men!—a bank!—a whole bank! 
The bank of England!—Oh, do, do, do\ —What’s that Yarman 
about now?” 
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At this moment Derick was in the act of pitching his lamp- 
feeder at the advancing boats, and also his oil-can; perhaps 
with the double view of retarding his rivals’ way, and at the 
same time economically accelerating his own by the momentary 
impetus of the backward toss. 

“The unmannerly Dutch dogger!” cried Stubb. “Pull now, 
men, like fifty thousand line-of-battleship loads of red-haired 
devils. What d’ye say, Tashtego; are you the man to snap your 
spine in two-and-twenty pieces for the honour of old Gayhead ? 
What d’ye say?” 

“I say, pull like god-dam,” cried the Indian. 

Fiercely, but evenly incited by the taunts of the German, the 
Pequod's three boats now began ranging almost abreast; and, so 
disposed, momentarily neared him. In that fine, loose, 
chivalrous attitude of the headsman when drawing near to his 
prey, the three mates stood up proudly, occasionally backing 
the after oarsman with an exhilarating cry of, “There she slides, 
now! Hurrah for the white-ash breeze! Down with the Yarman! 
Sail over him!” 

But so decided an original start had Derick had, that spite of 
all their gallantry, he would have proved the victor in this race, 
had not a righteous judgment descended upon him in a crab 
which caught the blade of his midship oarsman. While this 
clumsy lubber was striving to free his white-ash, and while, in 
consequence, Derick’s boat was nigh to capsizing, and he 
thundering away at his men in a mighty rage;—that was a 
good time for Starbuck, Stubb, and Flask. With a shout, they 
took a mortal start forwards, and slantingly ranged up on the 
German’s quarter. An instant more, and all four boats were 
diagonally in the whale’s immediate wake, while stretching 
from them, on both sides, was the foaming swell that he made. 

It was a terrific, most pitiable, and maddening sight. The 
whale was now going head out, and sending his spout before 
him in a continual tormented jet; while his one poor fin beat his 
side in an agony of fright. Now to this hand, now to that, he 
yawed in his faltering flight, and still at every billow that he 
broke, he spasmodically sank in the sea, or sideways rolled 
towards the sky his one beating fin. So have I seen a bird with 
clipped wing, making affrighted broken circles in the air, 
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vainly striving to escape the piratical hawks. But the bird has a 
voice, and with plaintive cries will make known her fear; but 
the fear of this vast dumb brute of the sea, was chained up and 
enchanted in him; he had no voice, save that choking respira¬ 
tion through his spiracle, and this made the sight of him 
unspeakably pitiable; while still, in his amazing bulk, portcullis 
jaw and omnipotent tail, there was enougr, to appal the stoutest 
man who so pitied. 

Seeing now that but a very few moments more would give the 
PequocTs boats the advantage, and rather than be thus foiled of 
his game, Derick chose to hazard what to him must have 
seemed a most unusually long dart, ere the last chance would 
for ever escape. 

But no sooner did his harpooneer stand up for the stroke, than 
all three tigers—Queequcg, Tashtego, Daggoo—instinctively 
sprang to their feet, and standing in a diagonal row, simultane¬ 
ously pointed their barbs; and darted over the head of the 
German harpooneer, their three Nantucket irons entered the 
whale. Blinding vapours of foam and white-fire! The three 
boats in the first fury of the whale’s headlong rush, bumped 
the German’s aside with such force, that both Derick and his 
baffled harpooneer were spilled out, and sailed over by the three 
flying keels. 

“Don’t be afraid, my butter-boxes,” cried Stubb, casting a 
passing glance upon them as he shot by; “ye’ll be picked up 
presently—all right—I saw some sharks astern—£>t. Bernard’s 
dogs, you know—relieve distressed travellers. Huuah! this is 
the way to sail now. Every keel a sun-beam! Hurrah!—Here we 
go like three tin kettles at the tail of a mad cougar! This puts me 
in mind of fastening to an elephant in a tilbury on a plain— 
makes the wheel-spokes fly, boys, when you fasten to him that 
way; and there’s danger of being pitched out too, when you 
strike a hill. Hurrah! this is the way a fellow feels when he’s 
going to Davy Jones—all a rush down an endless inclined plane! 
Hurrah! this whale carries the everlasting mail!” 

But the monster’s run was a brief one. Giving a sudden gasp, 
he tumultuously sounded. With a grating rush, the three lines 
flew round the loggerheads with such a force as to gouge deep 
grooves in them; while so fearful were the harpooneers that this 
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rapid sounding would soon exhaust the lines, that using all 
their dexterous might, they caught repeated smoking turns with 
the rope to hold on; till at last—owing to the perpendicular 
strain from the lead-lined chocks of the boats, whence the three 
ropes went straight down into the blue—the gunwales of the 
bows were almost even with the water, while the three sterns 
tilted high in the air. And the whale soon ceasing to sound, for 
some time they remained in that attitude, fearful of expending 
more line, though the position was a little ticklish. But though 
boats have been taken down and lost in this way, yet it is this 
“holding on”, as it is called, this hooking up by the sharp barbs 
of his live flesh from the back; this it is that often torments the 
Leviathan into soon rising again to meet the sharp lance of his 
foes. Yet not to speak of the peril of the thing, it is to be doubted 
whether this course is always the best; for it is but reasonable 
to presume, that the longer the stricken whale stays under water, 
the more he is exhausted. Because, owing to the enormous 
surface of him—in a full grown sperm-whale something less 
than 2,000 square feet—the pressure of the water is immense. 
We all know what an astonishing atmospheric weight we our¬ 
selves stand up under; even here, above-ground, in the air; 
how vast, then, the burden of a whale, bearing on his back a 
column of two hundred fathoms of ocean! It must at least equal 
the weight of fifty atmospheres. One whaleman has estimated 
it at the weight of twenty line-of-battle ships, with all their 
guns, and stores, and men on board. 

As the three boats lay there on that gently rolling sea, gazing 
down into its eternal blue noon; and as not a single groan or 
cry of any sort, nay, not so much as a ripple or a bubble came up 
from its depths; what landsman would have thought, that 
beneath all that silence and placidity, the utmost monster of the 
seas was writhing and wrenching in agony! Not eight inches of 
perpendicular rope were visible at the bows. Seems it credible 
that by three such thin threads the great Leviathan was 
suspended like the big weight to an eight day clock. Suspended ? 
and to what? To three bits of board. Is this creature of whom it 
was once so triumphantly said, “Canst thou fill his skin with 
barbed irons ? or his head with fish-spears ? The sword of him 
that layeth at him cannot hold, the spear, the dart, nor the 
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habergeon: he estecmeth iron as straw; the arrow cannot make 
him flee; darts are counted as stubble; he laugheth at the 
shaking of a spear!” This the creature? this he? Oh! that 
unfulfilments should follow the prophets. For with the strength 
of a thousand thighs in his tail, Leviathan had run his head 
under the mountains of the sea, to hide him from the Pequod’s 
fish-spears! 

In that sloping afternoon sunlight, the shadows that the three 
boats sent down beneath the surface, must have been long 
enough and broad enough to shade half Xerxes’ army. Who 
*an tell how appalling to the wounded whale must have been 
such huge phantoms flitting over his head! 

“Stand by, men; he stirs,” cried Starbuck, as the three lines 
suddenly vibrated in the water, distinctly conducting upwards 
to them, as by magnetic wires, the life and death throbs of the 
whale, so that every oarsman felt them in his seat. The next 
moment, r dieved in great part from the downward strain at the 
bows, the boats gave a sudden bounce upwards, as a small 
icefield will, when a dense herd of white bears are scared from 
it into the sea. 

“Haul in! Haul in!” cried Starbuck again: “he’s rising.” 

The lines, of which, hardly an instant before, not one hand’s 
breadth could have been gained, were now in long quick coils 
flung back all dripping into the boats, and soon the whale 
broke water within two ship’s lengths of the hunters. 

His motions plainly denoted his extreme exhau«^ion. In most 
land animals there are certain valves or flood gates in many of 
their veins, whereby when wounded, the blood is in some degree 
at least instantly shut ofT in certain directions. Not so with the 
whale; one of whose peculiarities it is, to have an entire non- 
valvular structure of the blood-vessels, so that when pierced 
even by so small a point as a harpoon, a deadly drain is at once 
begun upon his whole arterial system; and when his is height¬ 
ened by the extraordinary pressure of water at a great distance 
below the surface, his life may be said to pour from him in 
incessant streams. Yet so vast is the quantity of blood in him, 
and so distant and numerous its interior fountains, that he will 
keep thus bleeding and bleeding for a considerable period; 
even as in a drought a river will flow, whose source is the well- 
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springs of far-off and indiscernible hills. Even now, when the 
boats pulled upon this whale, and perilously drew over his 
swaying flukes, and the lances were darted into him, they were 
followed by steady jets from the new-made wound, which kept 
continually playing, while the natural spouthole in his head 
was only at intervals, however rapid, sending its affrighted 
moisture into the air. From this last vent no blood yet came, 
because no vital part of him had thus far been struck. His life, 
as they significantly call it, was untouched. 

As the boats now more closely surrounded him, the whole 
upper part of his form, with much of it that is ordinarily 
submerged, was plainly revealed. His eyes, or rather the places 
where his eyes had been, were beheld. As strange misgrown 
masses gather in the knot-holes of the noblest oaks when 
prostrate, so from the points which the whale’s eyes had once 
occupied, now protruded blind bulbs, horribly pitiable to see. 
But pity there was none. For all his old age, and his one arm, 
and his blind eyes, he must die the death and be murdered, in 
order to light the gay bridals and other merry-makings of men, 
and also to illuminate the solemn churches that preach un¬ 
conditional inoffensiveness by all to all. Still rolling in his 
blood, at last he partially disclosed a strangely discoloured 
bunch or protuberance, the size of a bushel, low down on the 
flank. 

“A nice spot,” cried Flask; “just let me prick him there 
once.” 

“Avast!” cried Starbuck, “there’s no need of that!” 

But humane Starbuck was too late. At the instant of the dart 
an ulcerous jet shot from this cruel wound, and goaded by it 
into more than sufferable anguish, the whale now spouting 
thick blood, with swift fury blindly darted at the craft, be¬ 
spattering them and their glorying crews all over with showers 
of gore, capsizing Flask’s boat and marring the bows. It was his 
death stroke. For, by this time, so spent was he by loss of blood, 
that he helplessly rolled away from the wreck he had made; 
lay panting on his side, impotcntly flapped with his stumped 
fin, then over and over slowly revolved like a waning world; 
turned up the white secrets of his belly; lay like a log, and died. 
It was most piteous, that last expiring spout. As when by 
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unseen hands the water is gradually drawn off from some 
mighty fountain, and with half-stifled melancholy gurglings 
the spray-column lowers and lowers to the ground—so the last 
long dying spout of the whale. 

Soon, while the crews were awaiting the arrival of the ship, 
the body showed symptoms of sinking with all its treasures 
unrifled. Immediately, by Starbuck’s orders, lines were 
secured to it at different points, so that ere long every boat 
was a buoy; the sunken whale being suspended a few inches 
beneath them by the cords. By very heedful management, 
when the ship drew nigh, the whale was transferred to her 
side, and was strongly secured there by the stiffest fluke- 
chains, for it was plain that unless artificially upheld, the body 
would at once sink to the bottom. 

It so chanced that almost upon first cutting into him with 
the spade, the entire length of a corroded harpoon was found 
imbedded in his flesh, on the lower part of the bunch before 
described. Put as the stumps of harpoons are frequently found 
in the dead bodies of captured whales, with the flesh perfectly 
healed around them, and no prominence of any kind to denote 
their place; therefore, there must needs have been some other 
unknown reason in the present case fully to account for the 
ulceration alluded to. But still more curious was the fact of a 
lance-head of stone being found in him, not far from the buried 
iron, the flesh perfectly firm about it. Who had darted that 
stone lance? And when? It might have been darted by some 
Nor’-West Indian long before America was discovered. 

What other marvels might have been rummaged out of this 
monstrous cabinet there is no telling. But a sudden stop was 
put to further discovereis, by the ship’s being unprecedentedly 
dragged over sideways to the sea, owing to the body’s immensely 
increasing tendency to sink. However, Starbuck, who had the 
ordering of affairs, hung on to it to the last; hung on to it so 
resolutely, indeed, that when at length the ship would have been 
capsized, if still persisting in locking arms with the body; then, 
when the command was given to break clear from it, such w r as 
the immovable strain upon the timber-heads to which the 
fluke-chains and cables were fastened, that it was impossible 
to cast them off. Meantime everything in the Pequod was aslant. 
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To cross to the other side of the deck was like walking up the 
steep gabled roof of a house. The ship groaned and gasped. 
Many of the ivory inlayings of her bulwarks and cabins were 
started from their places, by the unnatural dislocation. In 
vain handspikes and crows were brought to bear upon the 
immovable fluke-chains, to pry them adrift from the timber- 
heads; and so low had the whale now settled that the sub¬ 
merged ends could not be at all approached, while every 
moment whole tons of ponderosity seemed added to the sinking 
bulk, and the ship seemed on the point of going over. 

“Hold on, hold on, won’t ye?” cried Stubb to the body, 
“don’t be in such a devil of a hurry to sink! By thunder, men, 
we must do something or go for it. No use prying there; avast, 
I say, with your handspikes, and run one of ye for a prayer 
book and a penknife, and cut the big chains.” 

“Knife? Aye, aye,” cried Queequcg, and seizing the carpen¬ 
ter’s heavy hatchet, he leaned out of a porthole, and steel to 
iron, began slashing at the largest fluke-chains. But a few 
strokes, full of sparks, were given, when the exceeding strain 
effected the rest. With a terrific snap, every fastening went 
adrift; the ship righted, the carcase sunk. 

Now, this occasional inevitable sinking of the recently 
killed sperm-whale is a very curious thing; nor has any fisher¬ 
man yet adequately accounted for it. Usually the dead sperm- 
whale floats with great buoyancy, with its side or belly consider¬ 
ably elevated above the surface. If the only whales that thus 
sank were old, meagre, and broken-hearted creatures, their 
pads of lard diminished and all their bones heavy and rheu¬ 
matic; then you might with some reason assert that this 
sinking is caused by an uncommon specific gravity in the fish 
so sinking, consequent upon this absence of buoyant matter 
in him. But it is not so. For young whales, in the highest health, 
and swelling with noble aspirations, prematurely cut off in the 
warm flush and May of life, with all their panting lard about 
them; even these brawny, buoyant heroes do sometimes sink. 

Be it said, however, that the sperm-whale is far less liable 
to this accident than any other species. Where one of that sort 
go down, twenty Right whales do. This difference in the 
species is no doubt imputable in no small degree to the greater 
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quantity of bone in the Right whale; his Venetian blinds 
alone sometimes weighing more than a ton; from this incum¬ 
brance the sperm-whale is wholly free. But there are instances 
where, after the lapse of many hours or several days, the sunken 
whale again rises, more buoyant than in life. But the reason 
of this is obvious. Gases are generated in him; he swells to a 
prodigious magnitude; becomes a sort of animal balloon. 
A linc-of-battle ship could hardly keep him under then. In the 
Shore Whaling, on soundings, among the Bays of New Zealand, 
when a Right whale gives token of sinking, they fasten buoys 
to him, with plenty of rope; so that when the body has gone 
down, they know where to look for it when it shall have 
ascended again. 

It was not long after the sinking of the body that a cry was 
heard from the Pequod's mast-heads, announcing that the Jung¬ 
frau was again lowering her boats; though the only spout in 
sight was that of a Fin-Back, belonging to the species of un- 
capturaKV whales, because of its incredible power of swimming. 
Nevertheless, the Fin-Back’s spout is so similar to the sperm- 
whale’s, that by unskilful fishermen it is often mistaken for it. 
And consequently Derick and all his host were now in valiant 
chase of this unr--arable brute. The Virgin crowding all sail, 
made after her four young keels, and thus they all disappeared 
far to leeward, still in bold, hopeful chase. 

Oh! many are the Fin-Backs, and many are the Dericks, my 
friend. 
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JOHN BARROW 

This account of Captain Cook’s discovery of Botany Bay, 
five miles south of the present city of Sydney, and kangaroos, 
and of his cruise in the Endeavour among the dangerous shoals 
fringing the eastern coastline of Australia, is based on the actual 
journals kept by the famous seaman and explorer. It was about 
a century ago that John Barrow prepared a single volume from 
the journals, which covered three separate voyages made by 
Cook. The Indians described as seen on the shore are Australian 
aborigines, otherwise blackfellows. To explorers of the eigh¬ 
teenth century most natives of newly discovered lands were 
“Indians.” The narrative is from Captain Cook's Voyages of 
Discovery. 

They sailed from Cape Farewell on the 3 ist of March 1770, and 
had fine weather and a fair wind till the 9th of April, when they 
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saw a tropic bird. On the 16th a small land-bird perched on 
the rigging, from which they concluded they were near land; 
but found no ground with one hundred and twenty fathoms. 
At six o’clock in the morning of the 19th, they discovered land 
four or five leagues distant; the southernmost part of which was 
called Point Hicks, in compliment to the first lieutenant. At 
noon they discovered another point of the same land, rising in a 
round hillcock, extremely like the Ram-Head at the entrance of 
Plymouth Sound, for which reason Captain Cook gave it the 
same name. What they had yet seen of the land was low and 
even; and the inland parts were green, and covered with wood. 
They now saw three waterspouts at the same time, one of which 
continued a quarter of an hour. 

On the 27th they saw several of the inhabitants walking along 
the shore, four of them carrying a canoe on their shoulders; 
but they did not attempt coming off to the ship. 

In the evening, a light breeze springing up, they sailed to the 
northwaid, where they discovered several people on shore. 
They brandished their weapons, and threw themselves into 
threatening attitudes. They talked to each other with great 
emotion; and each of them held a kind of scimitar in his hand. 

They anchored opposite a village of about eight houses, and 
observed an old woman and three children come out of a wood, 
laden with fuel: all of them were quite naked. The old woman 
frequently looked at the ship with the utmost indifference, and, 
as soon as she had made a fire, they set about dressing their 
dinner with perfect composure. 

Having formed a design of landing, the boats were manned; 
and they had no sooner come near the shore, than two men 
advanced, as if to dispute their setting foot on land. Captain 
Cook threw them beads, nails, and other trifles, which they 
took up and seemed to be delighted with. He then made signs 
that he wanted water, and used every possible means to con* 
vince them that no injury was intended. They now made signs 
to the boat’s crew to land, on which they put the boat in; but 
they had no sooner done so, than the two Indians came again to 
oppose them. A musket was now fired between them, on the 
report of which one of them dropped a bundle of lances, which 
he instantly snatched up again. One of them then threw a stone 
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at the boat, on which Captain Cook ordered a musket, loaded 
with small shot, to be fired, which wounded the eldest of them 
on the legs; he retired with speed. The people in the boats now 
landed, imagining that the wound which this man had received 
would put an end to the contest; in this, however, they were 
mistaken, for he immediately returned with a kind of shield, 
and advancing with great intrepidity, they both discharged 
their lances at the boat’s crew, but did not wound any of them. 
Another musket was now fired at them; on which they threw 
another lance, and then took to their heels. The crew now went 
up to the huts, in one of which they found the children, who had 
secreted themselves behind some bark. Here they left some 
pieces of cloth, ribbons, beads, and other things; and taking 
several of the lances, re-embarked in the boat. 

They now sailed to the north point of the bay, where they 
found plenty of fresh water. Some men having been sent to get 
wood and water, they no sooner came on board to dinner, than 
the natives came down to the place, and examined the casks 
with great attention, but did not offer to remove them. 

On Tuesday, May the ist, the south point of the bay was 
named Sutherland Point, one of the seamen of the name of 
Sutherland, having died that day, and been buried on shore. 
This day Captain Cook and a few other gentlemen, went on 
shore, and left more presents in the huts, such as looking- 
glasses, combs, etc., but the former presents had not been taken 
away. The second-lieutenant, Mr. Gore, having been with a 
boat to dredge for oysters saw some Indians, who made signs 
for him to come on shore, which he declined. Having finished 
his business he sent the boat away, and went by land with a 
midshipman, to join the party that was getting water. In their 
way they met with more than twenty of the natives, who 
followed them so close as to come within a few yards of them. 
Mr. Gore stopped and faced them; on which the Indians 
stopped also, and when he proceeded again they followed him; 
but they did not attack him, though they had each man his 
lance. The Indians coming in sight of the waterers, stood still 
at the distance of a quarter of a mile, while Mr. Gore and his 
companion reached their shipmates in safety. 

They fished with great success here, and the second lieutenant 
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struck what is called the sting-ray, which weighed near two 
hundred and fifty pounds. Soon after a fish of the same kind 
was caught, which weighed three hundred and fifty pounds. 

While Captain Cook remained in the harbour, the English 
colours were displayed on shore daily, and the name of the 
ship, with the date of the year, was carved on a tree near the 
place where they took in their water. 

They sailed from Botany Bay, as Captain Cook had named 
this place, on the 6th of May 1770; at noon were off a harbour, 
which they called Port Jackson, and in the evening near a bay, 
to which they gave the name of Broken Bay. On the 13th, 
.they saw the smoke of many fires on a point of land, which was 
therefore called Smoky Cape. As they proceeded northward 
from Botany Bay, the land appeared high and well covered 
with wood. Two days after, the captain discovered a high point 
of land, which he called Cape Byron. 

They had, for some days past, seen the sea-birds, called 
boobies, \ Inch, from half an hour before sunrising, to half an 
hour after, wcic continually passing the ship in large flights; 
from which it was conjectured that there was a river or inlet 
of shallow water to the southward, where they went to feed 
in the day, retuining in the evening to some islands to the 
northward. In honour of Captain Hervey, this bay was called 
Hervey’s Bay. 

The Captain, with a party, went on shore the 23rd. They 
landed a little within the point of a bay, which led into a large 
lagoon, by the sides of which grows the true mangrove. There 
were many nests of a singular kind of ant, as green as grass, in 
the branches of these mangroves, which likewise afforded 
shelter for immense numbers of green caterpillars—their bodies 
were covered with hairs, which, on the touch, gave a pain 
similar to the sting of a nettle, but much more acute. They saw, 
among the sandbanks, many birds larger than swans, which 
they imagined were pelicans; and they shot a kind of bustard, 
which weighed seventeen pounds. This bird proved very deli¬ 
cate food, and gave name to the place, which was called Bustard 
Bay. They likewise shot a duck of a most beautiful plumage, 
with a white beak. They found vast numbers of oysters of various 
sorts, and, among the rest, some hammer oysters of a curious 
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kind. While they were in the woods, several of the natives came 
down and took a survey of the ship, and then departed. They 
sailed the next morning, and on the day following were abreast 
of a point, which lying immediately under the tropic, the cap¬ 
tain called Cape Capricorn, on the west side of which they saw 
an amazing number of birds resembling the pelican, some of 
which were near five feet high. 

On the 27th, in the morning, they sailed to the northward, 
and to the northernmost point of land Captain Cook gave the 
name of Cape Manifold, from the number of high hills appear¬ 
ing above it. Between this cape and the shore is a bay called 
Keppel’s Bay, and some islands bearing the same name. In this 
place the Captain intended to lay the ship ashore and clean her 
bottom; and accordingly landed, in search of a proper place for 
the purpose. They found walking extremely incommodious, the 
ground being covered with grass, the seeds of which were sharp 
and bearded. They were likewise tormented with the perpetual 
stinging of mosquitoes. In the interior parts of the country they 
found gum-trees, on the branches of which were white ants’ 
nests formed of clay, as big as a bushel. On another tree they 
found black ants, which formed their lodging in the body of it, 
after they had eaten away the pith; yet the trees were in a 
flourishing condition. They found butterflies in such incredible 
numbers, that whichever way they looked, many thousands 
were to be seen in the air; while every bough and twig was 
covered with multitudes. They likewise discovered on dry 
ground, where it was supposed to have been left by the tide, a 
fish about the size of a minnow, having two strong breast fins, 
with which it leaped away as nimbly as a frog. There being no 
good water to be found here they did not lay the ship ashore, 
as they intended. 

After passing Cape Cleveland, they ranged northward along 
the shore, towards a cluster of islands, on one of which about 
forty men, women, and children, were standing together, 
and looking at the ship with a curiosity never observed among 
these people before. As no accident of any moment had befallen 
our adventurers, during a navigation of more than 1,300 miles, 
upon a coast everywhere abounding with the most dangerous 
rocks and shoals, no name expressive of distress had hitherto 
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been given to any cape or point of land which they had seen. 
But they now gave the name of Cape Tribulation to a point 
which they had just discovered, as they here became acquainted 
with misfortune. This cape is in i6° 6' south latitude, and 
21 4 ° 39' west longitude. 

To avoid the danger of some rocks, they shortened sail, 
and kept standing off from six o’clock L the evening till near 
nine, with a fine breeze, and bright moon. They had got from 
fourteen into twenty-one fathoms water, when suddenly they 
fell into twelve, ten, and eight fathoms, in a few minutes. 
Every man was instantly ordered to his station, and they were 
^n the point of anchoring, when, on a sudden, they had again 
deep water, so that they thought all danger was at an end, 
concluding they had sailed over the tail of some shoals which 
they had seen in the evening. In less than an hour, however, 
the water shallowed at once from twenty to seventeen fathoms; 
and, before soundings could be again taken, the ship struck 
against a iuck ? and remained fixed but from the motion given 
her from the beating of the surge. Every one was instantly 
on deck, with countenances fully expressive of the agitation 
of their minds. As they knew they were not near the shore, 
they concluded they had struck against a rock of coral, the 
points of which being sharp, and the surface so rough, as to 
grind away whatever is rubbed against it, though with a gentle 
motion, they had reason to dread the horror of their situation. 

The sails being taken in, and boats hoisted out to examine 
the depth of water, they found that the ship had,been carried 
over a ledge of the rock, and lay in a hollow w^Hin it. She 
beat so violently that the crew could scarcely keep on their 
legs. The moon now shone bright, by the light of which they 
could see the sheathing boards float from the bottom of the 
vessel, till at length the false keel followed, so that they expected 
instant destruction. Their best chance of escaping seemed now 
to be by lightening her. They therefore instantly started the 
water in the hold, and pumped it up. The decayed stores, 
oil-jars, casks, ballast, six of their guns, and other things, were 
thrown overboard, in order to get at the heavier articles; 
and in this business they were employed till daybreak, during 
all which time it was observed that not an oath was sworn, 

173 



Famous Stories of the Sea and Ships 

so much were the minds of the sailors impressed with a sense 
of their danger. 

At daylight they saw land at eight leagues’ distance; but 
not a single island between them and the main; so that the 
destruction of the greater part of them would have been in¬ 
evitable, had the ship gone to pieces. It happened, however, 
that the wind died away to a dead calm before noon. As they 
expected high water at eleven o’clock, everything was prepared 
to make another effort to free the ship; but the tide fell so much 
short of that in the night, that she did not float by eighteen 
inches, though they had thrown overboard near fifty tons 
weight; they now, therefore, renewed their toil, and threw over¬ 
board everything that could be possibly spared. As the tide fell, 
the water poured in so rapidly, that they could scarcely keep her 
free by the constant working of two pumps. Their only hope 
now depended on the midnight tide, and preparations were 
accordingly made for another effort to get the ship off. The tide 
began to rise at five o’clock, w hen the leak likewise increased to 
such a degree, that three pumps w^ere kept going till nine 
o’clock, at which time the ship righted; but so much water had 
been admitted by the leak, that they expected she would sink 
as soon as the water should bear her off the rock. 

Their situation was now deplorable beyond description, and 
the imagination must paint what would baffle the powders of 
language to describe. They knew that when the fatal moment 
should arrive, all authority would be at an end. The boats were 
incapable of conveying them all on shore, and they dreaded a 
contest for the preference, as more shocking than the shipw reck 
itself; yet, it was considered, that those who might be left on 
board, would eventually meet with a milder fate than those 
who, by gaining the shore, would have no chance but to linger 
the remains of life among the rudest savages in the universe, and 
in a country where firearms would barely enable them to support 
a wretched existence. 

At twenty minutes after ten the ship floated, and was heaved 
into deep water; when they were happy to find she did not 
admit more water than she had done before; yet, as the leak 
had for a considerable time gained on the pumps, there was now 
three feet nine inches water in the hold. By this time the men 
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were so worn by fatigue of mind and body, that none of them 
could pump more than five or six minutes at a time, and then 
threw themselves, quite spent, on the deck. The succeeding man 
being fatigued in his turn, threw himself down in the same 
manner, while the former jumped up and renewed his labour; 
thus mutually struggling for life, till the following accident had 
like to have given them up a prey to abs* lute despair. 

Between the inside lining of the ship’s bottom, and the out¬ 
side planking, there is a space of about seventeen or eighteen 
inches. The man who had hitherto taken the depth of water at 
the well, had taken it no farther than the ceiling; but being now 
relieved by another person, who took the depth to the outside 
planking, it appeared by this mistake that the leak had suddenly 
gained upon the pumps, the whole difference between the two 
plankings. This circumstance deprived them of all hopes, and 
scarce any one thought it worth while to labour for the longer 
preservation of a life which must so soon have a period. But the 
mistake Wu.- soon discovered; and the joy arising from such 
unexpected good news, inspired the men with so much vigour, 
that before eight o’clock in the morning, they had pumped out 
considerably more water than they had shipped. They now 
talked confidently of getting the ship into some harbour, and 
set heartily to work to get in their anchors; one of which, and 
the cable of another, they lost. Having a good breeze from the 
sea, they got under sail at eleven o'clock, and stood for the land. 

As they could not discover the exact situation of the leak, they 
had no prospect of stopping it within side of the v^sel; but the 
following expedient, which one of the midshipmen 1 d formerly 
seen tried with success, was adopted. They took an oid studding- 
sail, and having mixed a large quantity of oakum and wool, 
chopped small, it was stitched dow n in handfuls on the sail, as 
light as possible; the dung of their sheep and other filth being 
spread over it. Thus prepared, the sail was hauled under the 
ship by ropes, wdiich kept it extended till it came under the 
leak, where the suction carried in the oakum and wool from the 
surface of the sail. This experiment succeeded so well, that 
instead of three pumps, the water w^as easily kept under with 
one. 

They hitherto had no further view than to run the ship into a 
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harbour, and build a vessel from her materials in which they 
might reach the East Indies; but they now began to think of 
finding a proper place to repair her damage, and then to pursue 
their voyage on its original plan. At six in the evening they 
anchored seven leagues from the shore; and next morning they 
passed two islands, which were called Hope Islands. In the 
afternoon the master was sent out with two boats to sound, and 
search for a harbour where the ship might be repaired. They 
anchored at sunset in four fathoms, two miles from the shore. 
One of the mates being out in the pinnace, returned at nine 
o’clock, reporting that he had found just such a harbour as was 
wanted, at the distance of two leagues. 

At six o’clock the next morning they sailed, and soon 
anchored about a mile from the shore, when the Captain went 
out and found the channel very narrow, but the harbour was 
better adapted for their present purpose than any place they 
had seen in the whole course of their voyage. As it blew very 
fresh this day and the following night, they could not venture 
to run into the harbour, but remained at anchor during the 
two succeeding days. 

The wind continued fresh till the 17th, but they then resolved 
to push in for the harbour, and, with some difficulty, moored 
the ship alongside of a beach. 

Early in the morning of the 22nd, the tide left the ship, and 
they proceeded to examine the leak, when they found that the 
rocks had cut through four planks into the timbers, and that 
three other planks were damaged. In these breaches, not a 
splinter was to be seen, the whole being smooth, as if cut away 
by an instrument: but the preservation of the vessel was owing 
to a very singular circumstance. One of the holes was large 
enough to have sunk her, even with eight pumps constantly at 
work; but this hole was, in a great measure, stopped up by the 
fragment of the rock being left sticking in it. They likewise 
found some pieces of oakum, wool, etc., which had got between 
the timbers, and stopped many parts of the leak, which had 
been left open by the stone. Exclusive of the leak, great damage 
was done to various parts of the ship’s bottom. 

While the smiths and carpenters were engaged, some of the 
crew were sent across the river to shoot pigeons for the sick. 
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These people found a stream of fresh water, discovered many 
Indian houses, and had sight of a mouse-coloured animal, 
extremely swift, and about the size of a greyhound. Next day 
many of the crew saw the animal above-mentioned. 

On the 14th, Mr Gore shot one of the mouse-coloured 
animals. The skin of this beast, which is called Kangaroo, is 
covered with short fur; the head and e rs are somewhat like 
those of a hare: this animal was dressed for dinner, and proved 
fine eating. 

The natives being now become familiar with the ship’s crew, 
one of them was desired to throw his lance, which he did with 
auch dexterity and force, that though it was not above four 
feet from the ground, at the highest, it penetrated deeply into a 
tree at the distance of fifty yards. On the 19th, they saw several 
of the women, who, as well as the men, were quite naked. They 
were this day visited by ten of the natives, who seemed resolved 
to have one of the turtle that was on board, which being re¬ 
fused, the} expressed the utmost rage and resentment. At length 
they laid hands on two of the turtles, and drew them to the side 
of the ship where the canoe lay; but the sailors took them away. 
They made several similar attempts, but being equally un¬ 
successful, they leaped suddenly into their canoe, and rowed 
off. At this instant the Captain with Mr. Banks and five or six 
seamen, went ashore, where they arrived before the Indians. 
As soon as the Indians landed, one of them snatched a firebrand 
from under a pitch-kettle, and running to the windward of 
what effects were on the shore, set lire to the dr> -ass, which 
burnt rapidly, damaged the ship’s forge, and end. .gered one 
of the tents. Appearing determined on farther mischief, a musket 
loaded with small shot, was now fired, and one of them being 
wounded, they ran off. 

The natives continuing still in sight, a musket charged with 
ball was fired near them: upon hearing which they soon got out 
of sight: but their voices being soon heard in the woods, the 
Captain, with a few r f the men, went to meet them. When they 
were in sight of each other, both parties stopped, except an old 
Indian, who advanced before the rest a little way, and speaking 
a few words, retreated to his brethren. The English having 
seized some of their darts, followed them about a mile, and then 
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sat down; the Indians sitting about a hundred yards from them. 
The old man again came forward, having in his hand a lance 
with a point. He stopped and spoke several times; on which 
the Captain made signs of friendship. The old Indian now 
turned to his companions, and having spoken to them, they 
placed their lances against a tree, and came forward as in 
friendship; whereupon their darts, which had been taken, were 
returned, and the whole quarrel seemed to be at an end. When 
Captain Cook got on board, he saw the woods burning at the 
distance of two miles from the fire thus kindled by the 
natives. 

The master having been sent to search for a passage to the 
northward, returned with an account that he could not find any. 
By the night of the 20th, the fire had extended many miles 
round them on the hills. The next day one of the seamen, who 
had strayed from his company, met with four Indians at dinner; 
he was alarmed at this unexpected meeting, but had prudence 
enough to conceal his apprehensions, and sitting down by them, 
gave them his knife, which having all looked at, they returned. 
He would then have left them; but they chose to detain him, 
till, by feeling his hands and face, they were convinced he was 
made of flesh and blood like themselves. They then dismissed 
him, directing him the nearest way to the ship. 

On the 4th of August they put to sea, and at noon came to 
an anchor, when the Captain gave the name of Cape Bedford 
to the northernmost point of land in sight, and that of 
Endeavour River to the harbour which they had quitted. 

During the six following days, they struggled incessantly to 
sail safely past the shoals and breakers, by which they were 
every way surrounded. After a conversation held among the 
officers, it was their concurrent opinion, that it would be best 
to leave the coast, and stand out to sea; and in consequence of 
these sentiments, they sailed on the 13th of August 1770, and 
got in an open sea, after having been surrounded by dreadful 
shoals and rocks for nearly three months. They had now sailed 
above a thousand miles, during all which run they had been 
obliged to keep sounding, without intermission; a circumstance 
which, it is supposed, never happened to any ship but the 
Endeavour. Captain Cook observes in his Journal that they were 
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made “quite easy at being freed from fears of shoals, etc., after 
having been entangled among them more or less ever since the 
26th May, in which time they had sailed 360 leagues without 
ever having had a man out of the chains heaving the lead 
when the ship was under sail.” 
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Steerage to Liberty 

CHARLES DICKENS 

To escape from his troubles in England, and hoping to begin 
a new life and mend his fortunes, Martin Chuzzlewit travels 
steerage to the much-publicized Land of Liberty. He is accom¬ 
panied by his man Mark Tapley, whose spirits remain as 
buoyant as a cork in the most depressing circumstances. The 
two very different companions in this kind of democratic travel 
are perfect foils for each other, and enjoy the strong mutual 
attraction of contrasting characters. The voyage, which took 
several weeks, was made in the middle of last century, and the 
condition of the steerage passengers was vastly different from 
any experienced by transatlantic voyagers a century later. 
This story is taken from the novel named after Mark’s master, 
Martin Chuzzlewit. 

A dark and dreary night; people nestling in their beds or 
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circling late about the fire; Want, colder than Charity, shiver¬ 
ing at the street corners; church-towers humming with the 
faint vibration of their own tongues, but newly resting from the 
ghostly preachment “One!” The earth covered with a sable 
pall as for the burial of yesterday; the clumps of dark trees, its 
giant plumes of funeral feathers, waving sadly to and fro: all 
hushed, all noiseless, and in deep repose, save the swift clouds 
that skim across the moon, and the cautious wind, as, creeping 
after them upon the ground, it stops to listen, and goes rustling 
on, and stops again, and follows, like a savage on the trail. 

Whither go the clouds and wind, so eagerly? If, like guilty 
spirits, they repair to some dread conference with powers like 
themselves, in what wild regions do the elements hold council, 
or where unbend in terrible disport? 

Here! Free from that cramped prison called the earth, and 
out upon the waste of waters. Here, roaring, raging, shrieking, 
howling, all night long. Hither come the sounding voices from 
the cav^rn:> < »n the coast of that small island, sleeping, a thousand 
miles away, so quietly in the midst of angry waves; and hither, 
to meet them, rush the blasts from unknown desert places of 
the world. Here, in the fury of their unchecked liberty, they 
storm and buffet with each other, until the sea, lashed into 
passion like their own, leaps up, in ravings mightier than theirs, 
and the whole scene is madness. 

On, on, on, over the countless miles of angry space roll the 
long heaving billows. Mountains and caves are here, and yet 
are not; for what is now the one, is now the othst; and all is 
but a boiling heap of rushing water. Pursuit, and .light, and 
mad return of wave on wave, and savage struggle, ending in a 
spouting-up of foam that wdiitens the black night; incessant 
change of place, and form, and hue; constancy in nothing, but 
eternal strife; on, on, on, they roll, and darker grows the night, 
and louder howls the w r ind, and more clamorous and fierce 
become the million voices in the sea, when the w ild cry goes 
forth upon the storm “A ship!” 

Onward she comes, in gallant combat with the elements, her 
tall masts trembling, and her timbers starting on the strain; 
onward she comes, now high upon the curling billows, now low 
down in the hollows of the sea, as hiding for the moment from 
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its fury; and every storm-voice in the air and water, cries more 
loudly yet, “A ship!” 

Still she comes striving on: and at her boldness and the 
spreading cry, the angry waves rise up above each other’s hoary 
heads to look; and round about the vessel, far as the mariners 
on the decks can pierce into the gloom, they press upon her, 
forcing each other down, and starting up, and rushing forward 
from afar, in dreadful curiosity. High over her they break; 
and round her surge and roar; and giving place to others, 
moaningly depart, and dash themselves to fragments in their 
baffled anger. Still she comes onward bravely. And though the 
eager multitude crowd thick and fast upon her all the night, 
and dawn of day discovers the untiring train yet bearing down 
upon the ship in an eternity of troubled water, onward she 
comes, with dim lights burning in her hull, and people there, 
asleep: as if no deadly element were peering in at every seam 
and chink, and no drowned seaman’s grave, with but a plank 
to cover it, were yawning in the unfathomable depths 
below. 

Among these sleeping voyagers were Martin and Mark 
Tapley, who, rocked into a heavy drowsiness by the unaccus¬ 
tomed motion, were as insensible to the foul air in which they 
lay, as to the uproar without. It was broad day, when the latter 
awoke with a dim idea that he was dreaming of having gone to 
sleep in a four-post bedstead which had turned bottom up¬ 
wards in the course of the night. There was more reason in 
this too, than in the roasting of eggs; for the first objects Mr. 
Tapley recognized when he opened his eyes were his own heels— 
looking down to him, as he afterwards observed, from a nearly 
perpendicular elevation. 

“Well!” said Mark, getting himself into a sitting posture, 
after various ineffectual struggles with the rolling of the ship. 
“This is the first time as ever I stood on my head all night.” 

“You shouldn’t go to sleep upon the ground with your head 
to leeward then,” growled a man in one of the berths. 

“With my head to where ?” asked Mark. 

The man repeated his previous sentiment. 

“No, I won’t another time,” said Mark, “when I know where¬ 
abouts on the map that country is. In the meanwhile I can give 
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you a better piece of advice. Don’t you nor any other friend of 
mine never go to sleep with his head in a ship, any more.” 

The man gave a grunt of discontented acquiescence, turned 
over in his berth, and drew his blanket over his head. 

“—For,” said Mr. Tapley, pursuing the theme by way of 
soliloquy, in a low tone of voice; “the sea is as nonsensical a 
thing as any going. It never knows wh« t to do with itself. It 
hasn’t got no employment for its mind, and is always in a state 
of vacancy. Like them Polar bears in the wild-beast shows as is 
constantly a nodding their heads from side to side, it never can 
be quiet. Which is entirely owing to its uncommon stupidity.” 

“Is that you, Mark?” asked a faint voice from another berth. 

“It’s as much of me as is left, sir, after a fortnight of this work,” 
Mr. Tapley replied. “What with leading the life of a fly, ever 
since I’ve been aboard—for I’ve been perpetually holding-on to 
something or other, in a upside-down position—what with 
that, sir, and putting a very little into myself, and taking a good 
deal ort of yourself, there ain’t too much of me to swear by. 
How do you find yourself this morning, sir?” 

“Very miserable,” said Martin, with a peevish groan. 
“Ugh! This is wretched, indeed!” 

“Creditable,” muttered Mark, pressing one hand upon his 
aching head and looking round him with a rueful grin. “That’s 
the great comfort. It is creditable to keep up one’s spirits here. 
Virtue’s its own reward. So’s jollity.” 

Mark was so far right, that unquestionably any man who 
retained his cheerfulness among the steerage accyrimodations 
of that noble and fast sailing line-of-packet ship, 7 h Screw , was 
solely indebted to his own resources, and shipped his good 
humour, like his provisions, without any contribution or 
assistance from the owners. A dark, low, stifling cabin, sur¬ 
rounded by berths all filled to overflowing with men, women, 
and children, in various stages of sickness and misery, is not the 
liveliest place of assembly at any time; but when it is so crowded 
(as the steerage cabin of The Screw was, every passage out), 
that mattresses and beds are heaped upon the floor, to the 
extinction of everything like comfort, cleanliness, and decency, 
it is liable to operate not only as a pretty strong barrier against 
amiability of temper, but as a positive encourager of selfish 
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and rough humours. Mark felt this, as he sat looking about him; 
and his spirits rose proportionately. 

There were English people, Irish people, Welsh people, and 
Scotch people there; all with their little store of coarse food and 
shabby clothes; and nearly all, with their families of children. 
There were children of all ages; from the baby at the breast, 
to the slattern-girl who was as much a grown woman as her 
mother. Every kind of domestic suffering that is bred in poverty, 
illness, banishment, sorrow, and long travel in bad weather, 
was crammed into the little space; and yet was there infinitely 
less of complaint and querulousness, and infinitely more of 
mutual assistance and general kindness to be found in that 
unwholesome ark, than in many brilliant ballrooms. 

Mark looked about him wistfully, and his face brightened as 
he looked. Here an old grandmother was crooning over a sick 
child, and rocking it to and fro, in arms hardly more wasted 
than its own young limbs; here a poor woman with an infant 
in her lap, mended another little creature’s clothes, and quieted 
another who was creeping up about her from their scanty bed 
upon the floor. Here were old men awkwardly engaged in little 
household offices, wherein they would have been ridiculous but 
for their goodwill and kind purpose; and here were swarthy 
fellows—giants in their way—doing such little acts of tenderness 
for those about them, as might have belonged to gentlest-hearted 
dwarfs. The very idiot in the corner who sat mowing there, all 
day, had his faculty of imitation roused by what he saw about 
him; and snapped his fingers, to amuse a crying child. 

“Now, then,” said Mark, nodding to a woman who was 
dressing her three children at no great distance from him: and 
the grin upon his face had by this time spread from car to ear: 
“Hand over one of them young uns according to custom.” 

“I wish you’d get breakfast, Mark, instead of worrying with 
people who don’t belong to you,” observed Martin, petulantly. 

“All right,” said Mark. “ 5 Ae’ll do that. It’s a fair division of 
labour, sir. I wash her boys, and she makes our tea. I never 
could make tea, but any one can wash a boy.” 

The woman, who was delicate and ill, felt and understood 
his kindness, as well she might, for she had been covered every 
night with his great-coat, while he had had for his own bed the 
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bare boards and a rug. But, Martin, who seldom got up or 
looked about him, was quite incensed by the folly of this speech, 
and expressed his dissatisfaction, by an impatient groan. 

“So it is, certainly,” said Mark, brushing the child’s hair as 
coolly as if he had been born and bred a barber. 

“What are you talking about, now?” asked Martin. 

“What you said,” replied Mark; “or what you meant, when 
you gave that there dismal vent to your feelings. I quite go along 
with it, sir. It is very hard upon her.” 

“What is?” 

“Making the voyage by herself along with these young 
impediments here, and going such a way at such a time of the 
year to join her husband. If you don’t want to be driven mad 
with yellow soap in your eye young man,” said Mr. Tapley to 
the second urchin, who was by this time under his hands at the 
basin, “you’d better shut it.” 

“Where does she join her husband ?” asked Martin, yawning. 

“Why, I ':.\ very much afraid,” said Mr. Tapley, in a low 
voice, “that she don’t know. I hope she mayn’t miss him. But 
she sent her last letter by hand, and it don’t seem to have been 
very clearly understood between ’em without it, and if she don’t 
see him a waving his pocket-hankerchicf on the shore, like a 
picture out of a song-book, my opinion is, she’ll break her 
heart.” 

“Why, how, in Folly’s name, does the woman come to be on 
board ship on such a wild-goose venture!” cried Martin. 

Mr. Tapley glanced at him for a moment as he V v prostrate 
in his berth, and then said, very quietly: 

“Ah! How, indeed! I can’t think! He’s been aw r ay from her, 
lor two year: she’s been very poor and lonely in her own 
country; and has always been a looking forward to meeting 
him. It’s very strange she should be here. Quite amazing! A 
little mad, perhaps! There can’t be no other way of accounting 
for it.” 

Martin was too far gone in the lassitude of seasickness to 
make any reply to these w'ords, or even to attend to them as they 
were spoken. And the subject of their discourse returning at 
this crisis with some hot tea, effectually put a stop to any 
resumption of the theme by Mr. Tapley; who, when the meal 
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was over and he had adjusted Martin’s bed, went up on deck 
to wash the breakfast service, which consisted of two half-pint 
tin mugs, and a shaving-pot of the same metal. 

It is due to Mark Tapley to state, that he suffered at least as 
much from seasickness as any man, woman, or child, on board; 
and that he had a peculiar faculty of knocking himself about on 
the smallest provocation, and losing his legs at every lurch of 
the ship. But resolved, in his usual phrase, to “come out strong” 
under disadvantageous circumstances, he was the life and soul 
of the steerage, and made no more of stopping in the middle of 
a facetious conversation to go away and be excessively ill by 
himself, and afterwards come back in the very best and gayest 
of tempers to resume it, than if such a course of proceeding 
had been the commonest in the world. 

It cannot be said that as his illness wore off, his cheerfulness 
and good nature increased, because they would hardly admit 
of augmentation; but his usefulness among the weaker members 
of the party was much enlarged; and at all times and seasons 
there he was exerting it. If a gleam of sun shone out of the dark 
sky, down Mark tumbled into the cabin, and presently up he 
came again with a woman in his arms, or half-a-dozen children, 
or a man, or a bed, or a saucepan, or a basket, or something 
animate or inanimate, that he thought would be the better for 
the air. If an hour or two of fine weather in the middle of the 
day, tempted those who seldom or never came on deck at other 
times, to crawl into the long-boat, or lie down upon the spare 
spars, and try to eat, there, in the centre of the group, was 
Mr. Tapley, handing about salt beef and biscuit, or dispensing 
tastes of grog, or cutting up the children’s provisions with his 
pocket-knife, for their greater case and comfort, or reading 
aloud from a venerable newspaper, or singing some roaring 
old song to a select party, or writing the beginnings of letters 
to their friends at home for people who couldn’t write, or 
cracking jokes with the crew, or nearly getting blown over the 
side, or emerging, half-drowned, from a shower of spray, or 
lending a hand somewhere or other; but always doing something 
for the general entertainment. At night, when the cooking-fire 
was lighted on the deck, and the driving sparks that flew among 
the rigging, and the cloud of sails, seemed to menace the ship 
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with certain annihilation by fire, in case the elements of air 
and water failed to compass her destruction; there, again, was 
Mr. Tapley, with his coat off and his shirt-sleeves turned up 
to his elbows, doing all kinds of culinary offices; compounding 
the strangest dishes; recognized by every one as an established 
authority; and helping all parties to achieve something, which, 
left to themselves, they never could have d >ne, and never would 
have dreamed of. In short, there never was a more popular 
character than Mark Tapley became, on board that noble and 
fast-sailing line-of-packet ship, The Screw ; and he attained at 
last to such a pitch of universal admiration, that he began to 
have grave doubts within himself whether a man might reason¬ 
ably claim any credit for being jolly under such exciting 
circumstances. 

“Well, Mark,” said Martin, near whose berth he had rumin¬ 
ated. “When will this be over?” 

“Another week, they say, sir,” returned Mark, “will most 
likely biing us into port. The ship’s a going along at present, as 
sensible as a ship can, sir; though I don’t mean to say as that’s 
any very high praise.” 

“I don’t think it is, indeed,” groaned Martin. 

“You’d feel all the better for it, sir, if you was to turn out,” 
observed Mark. 

“And be seen by the ladies and gentlemen on the after-deck,” 
returned Martin, with a scornful emphasis upon the words, 
“mingling with the beggarly crowd that arc stowed away in 
this vile hole. I should be greatly the better for that,* ro doubt!” 

“I’m thankful that I can’t say from my own expedience what 
the feelings of a gentleman may be,” said Mark, “but I should 
have thought, sir, as a gentleman would feel a deal more 
uncomfortable down here, than up in the fresh air, especially 
when the ladies and gentlemen in the after-cabin know just as 
much about him, as he does about them, and are likely to 
trouble their heads about him in the same proportion. I should 
have thought that, certainly.” 

“I tell you, then,” rejoined Martin, “you would have 
thought wrong, and do think wrong.” 

“Very likely, sir,” said Mark, with imperturbable good 
temper. “I often do.” 
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“As to lying here,” cried Martin, raising himself on his 
elbow, and looking angrily at his follower. “Do you suppose 
it’s a pleasure to lie here?” 

“All the madhouses in the world,” said Mr. Tapley, “couldn’t 
produce such a maniac as the man must be who could think that.” 

“Then why are you for ever goading and urging me to get 
up?” asked Martin. “I lie here because I don’t wish to be 
recognized, in the better days to which I aspire, by any purse- 
proud citizen, as the man who came over with him among the 
steerage passengers. I lie here, because I wish to conceal my 
circumstances and myself, and not to arrive in a new world 
badged and ticketed as an utterly poverty-stricken man. If I 
could have afforded a passage in the after-cabin, I should have 
held up my head with the rest. As I couldn’t, I hide it. Do you 
understand that?” 

“I am very sorry, sir,” said Mark. “I didn’t know you took 
it so much to heart as this comes to.” 

“Of course you didn’t know,” returned his master. “How 
should you know, unless I told you? It’s no trial to you, Mark, 
to make yourself comfortable and to bustle about. It’s as natural 
for you to do so under the circumstances as it is for me not to do 
so. Why, you don’t suppose there is a living creature in this ship 
who can by possibility have half so much to undergo on board 
of her as / have? Do you?” he asked, sitting upright in his 
berth and looking at Mark, with an expression of great earnest¬ 
ness not unmixed'with wonder. 

Mark twisted his face into a tight knot, and with his head 
very much on one side pondered upon this question as if he felt 
it an extremely difficult one to answer. He was relieved from 
his embarrassment by Martin himself, who said, as he stretched 
himself upon his back again and resumed the book he had been 
reading: 

“But what is the use of my putting such a case to you, when 
the very essence of what I have been saying is, that you cannot 
possibly understand it! Make me a little brandy-and-water, 
cold and very weak, and give me a biscuit, and tell your friend 
who is a nearer neighbour of ours than I could wish, to try and 
keep her children a little quieter tonight than she did last night; 
that’s a good fellow.” 
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Mr. Tapley set himself to obey these orders with great 
alacrity, and pending their execution, it may be presumed his 
flagging spirits revived. 

And now a general excitement began to prevail on board; 
and various predictions relative to the precise day, and even 
the precise hour at which they would reach New York, were 
freely broached. There was infinitely mo. e crowding on deck 
and looking over the ship’s side than there had been before; 
and an epidemic broke out for packing up things every morning, 
which required unpacking again every night. Those who had 
any letters to deliver, or any friends to meet, or any settled 
pians of going anywhere or doing anything, discussed their 
prospects a hundred times a day; and as this class of passengers 
was very small, and the number of those who had no prospects 
whatever was very large, there were plenty of listeners and few 
talkers. Those who had been ill all along, got well now, and 
those who had been well, got better. An American gentleman 
in the after-cabin, who had been wrapped up in fur and oilskin 
the whole passage, unexpectedly appeared in a very shiny, 
tall, black hat, and constantly overhauled a very little valise 
of pale leather, which contained his clothes, linen, brushes, 
shaving apparatus, books, trinkets, and other baggage. He 
likewise stuck his hands deep into his pockets, and walked the 
deck with his nostrils dilated, as already inhaling the air of 
Freedom which carries death to all tyrants, and can never 
(under any circumstances worth mentioning) be breathed by 
slaves. An English gentleman who was strongly Airpected of 
having run away from a bank, with something in hit possession 
belonging to its strong-box besides the key, grew eloquent upon 
the subject of the rights of man, and hummed the Marseillaise 
Hymn constantly. In a word, one great sensation pervaded the 
whole ship, and the soil of America lay close before them: so 
close at last, that, upon a certain starlight night, they took a 
pilot on board, and within a few hours afterwards lay to until 
the morning, awaiting the arrival of a steam-boat in which the 
passengers were to be conveyed ashore. 

Off' she came, soon after it was light next morning, and lying 
alongside an hour or more—during which period her very 
firemen were objects of hardly less interest and curiosity, than 
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if they had been so many angels, good or bad—took all her 
living freight aboard. Among them, Mark, who still had his 
friend and her three children under his close protection: and 
Martin, who had once more dressed himself in his usual attire, 
but wore a soiled, old cloak above his ordinary clothes, until 
such time as he should separate for ever from his late com¬ 
panions. 

The steamer—which, with its machinery on deck, looked, as 
it worked its long slim legs, like some enormously magnified 
insect or antediluvian monster—dashed at great speed up a 
beautiful bay; and presently they saw some heights, and 
islands, and a long, flat, straggling city. 

“And this,” said Mr. Tapley, looking far ahead, “is the 
Land of Liberty, is it? Very well. I’m agreeable. Any land will 
do for me, after so much water!” 



The Jolly Roger Comes Down 

ROBERT LOUIS STEVEASO.V 

Jim Hawkins, who tells this story, is an English lad who had 
sailed in the schooner Hispaniola in search of buried treasure. 
The crew, under Long John Silver, mutinied when the schooner 
anchored off an island named on a secret chart, but Jim and 
others loyal to the captain escaped. When most of the mutineers 
had gone ashore Jim returned secretly to the schooner, deter¬ 
mined to haul down the pirate fing flying from the masthead. 
But his daring led him into unexpected danger when he struck 
a bargain with Israel Hands, the rascally coxswain. How Jim 
and his friends finally overcame the mutiny and found the 
buried treasure is told in Treasure Island , from which this story 
is taken. 

Suddenly the Hispaniola came right into the wind. The jibs 
behind me cracked aloud; the rudder slammed to; the whole 
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ship gave a sickening heave and shudder, and at the same 
moment the main-boom swung inboard, the sheet groaning in 
the blocks, and showed me the lee after-deck. 

There were the two watchmen, sure enough: Redcap on his 
back, as stiff as a handspike, with his arms stretched out like 
those of a crucifix, and his teeth showing through his open lips; 
Israel Hands propped against the bulwarks, his chin on his 
chest, his hands lying open before him on the deck, his face as 
white, under its tan as a tallow candle. 

For a while the ship kept bucking and sidling like a vicious 
horse, the sails filling, now on one tack, now on another, and 
the boom swinging to and fro till the mast groaned aloud under 
the strain. 

At every jump of the schooner, Redcap slipped to and fro; 
but—what was ghastly to behold—neither his attitude nor his 
fixed teeth-disclosing grin was anyway disturbed by this rough 
usage. At every jump, too, Hands appeared still more to sink 
into himself and settle down upon the deck, his feet sliding ever 
the farther out, and the whole body canting towards the stern, 
so that his face became, little by little, hid from me; and at last 
I could see nothing beyond his ear and the frayed ringlet of 
one whisker. 

At the same time, I observed, around both of them, splashes 
of dark blood upon the planks, and began to feel sure that they 
had killed each other in their drunken wrath. 

While I was thus looking and wondering, in a calm moment, 
when the ship was still, Israel Hands turned partly round, 
with a low moan, writhed himself back to the position in which 
I had seen him first. 

I walked aft until I reached the main-mast. 

“Come aboard, Mr. Hands,” I said ironically. 

He rolled his eyes round heavily; but he was too far gone to 
express surprise. All he could do was to utter one word, 
“Brandy”. 

It occurred to me there was no time to lose; and, dodging 
the boom as it once more lurched across the deck, I slipped aft, 
and down the companion-stairs into the cabin. 

It was such a scene of confusion as you can hardly fancy. All 
the lockfast places bad been broken open in quest of the chart. 
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The bulkheads, all painted in clear white, and beaded round 
with gilt, bore a pattern of dirty hands. Dozens of empty bottles 
clinked together in the corners to the rolling of the ship. One of 
the doctor’s medical books lay open on the table, half of the 
leaves gutted out, I suppose, for pipe-lights. In the midst of all 
this the lamp still cast a smoky glow, obscure and brown as 
umber. 

I went into the cellar; all the barrels we'e gone, and of the 
bottles a most surprising number had been drunk out and 
thrown away. Certainly, since the mutiny began, not a man 
of them could ever have been sober. 

.Foraging about I found a bottle with some brandy left, for 
Hands; and for myself I routed out some biscuit, some pickled 
fruits, a great bunch of raisins, and a piece of cheese. With these 
I came on deck, put down my own stock behind the rudder- 
head, and well out of the coxswain’s reach, went forward to the 
water-beaker, and had a good, deep drink of water, and then, 
and not till 4 hen, gave Hands the brandy. 

He must have drunk a gill before he took the bottle from his 
mouth. 

“Aye,” said he, “by thunder, but I w f anted some o’ that!” 

I had sat down already in my own corner and begun to 
eat. 

“Much hurt?” I asked him. 

He grunted, or rather, I may say, he barked. 

“If that doctor was aboard,” he said, “I’d be right enough in 
a couple of turns; but I don’t have no manner of lu<^k, you see, 
and that’s what’s the matter with me. As for that m r ab, he’s 
good and dead, he is,” he added, indicating the man with the 
red cap. “He warn’t no seaman, anyhow\ And where mought 
you have come from?” 

“Well,” said I, “I’ve come aboard to take possession of this 
ship, Mr. Hands; and you’ll please regard me as your captain 
until further notice.” 

He looked at me sourly enough, but said nothing. Some of 
the colour had come back into his cheeks, though he still looked 
very sick, and still continued to slip out and settle down as the 
ship banged about. 

“By the bye,” I continued, “I can't have these colours, Mr. 
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Hands; and, by your leave, I’ll strike ’em. Better none than 
these.” 

And again dodging the boom, I ran to the colour lines, 
handed down their cursed black flag, and chucked it overboard. 

“God save the King!” said I, waving my cap; “and there’s 
an end to Captain Silver!” 

He watched me keenly and slyly, his chin all the while on 
his breast. 

“I reckon,” he said at last—“I reckon, Cap’n Hawkins, 
you’ll kind of want to get ashore, now. S’pose we talks.” 

“Why, yes,” says I, “with all my heart, Mr. Hands. Say on.” 
And I went back to my meal with a good appetite. 

“This man,” he began, nodding feebly at the corpse— 
“O’Brien were his name—a rank Irelander -this man and me 
got the canvas on her, meaning for to sail her back. Well, he's 
dead now, he is—as dead as bilge; and who’s to sail this ship, I 
don’t see. Without I gives you a hint you ain’t that man, as 
far’s I can tell. Now, look here, you gives me food and drink, 
and an old scarf or ankecher to tie my wound up, you do; and 
I’ll tell you how to sail her; and that’s about square all round, 
I take it.” 

Well, as it seemed to me, there was some sense in this. We 
struck our bargain on the spot. In three minutes I had the 
Hispaniola sailing easily before the wind along the coast of 
Treasure Island, with good hopes of turning the northern point 
ere noon, and beating down again as far as North Inlet before 
high water, when we might beach her safely, and wait till the 
subsiding tide permitted us to land. 

Then I lashed the tiller and went below to my own chest, 
where I got a soft silk handkerchief of my mother’s. With this, 
and with my aid, Hands bound up the great bleeding stab he 
had received in the thigh, and after he had eaten a little and 
had a swallow or two more of the brandy, he began to pick up 
visibly, sat straighter up, spoke louder and clearer, and looked 
in every way another man. 

The breeze served us admirably. We skimmed before it like 
a bird, the coast of the island flashing by, and the view changing 
every minute. Soon we were past the high lands and bowling 
beside low, sandy country, sparsely dotted with dwarf-pines, and 
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soon we were beyond that again, and had turned the corner 
of the rocky hill that ends the island on the north. 

I was greatly elated with my new command, and pleased 
with the bright, sunshiny weather and these different prospects 
of the coast. I had now plenty of water and good things to eat. 
I should, I think, have had nothing left me to desire but for 
the eyes of the coxswain as they followed me derisively about 
the deck, and the odd smile that appeared continually on his 
face. It was a smile that had in it something both of pain and 
weakness—a haggard, old man’s smile; but there was, besides 
that, a grain of derision, a shadow of treachery, in his expression 
as he craftily watched, and watched, and watched me at my 
work. 

The wind, serving us to a desire, now hauled into the west. 
We could run so much the easier from the north-east comer 
of the island to the mouth of the North Inlet. Only, as we had 
no power to anchor, and dared not beach her till the tide had 
flowed a good deal farther, time hung on her hands. The 
coxswain told me how to lay the ship to; after a good many 
trials I succeeded, and we both sat in silence over another meal. 

“Cap’n,” said he, at length, with that same uncomfortable 
smile, “here’s m> old shipmate, O’Brien; s’pose you was to 
heave him overboard. I ain't partic’lar as a rule, and I don’t 
take no blame for settling his hash; but I don’t reckon him 
ornamental, now, do you?” 

“I’m not strong enough, and I don’t like the job; and there 
he lies, for me,” said I. # 

“This here’s an unlucky ship—this Hispaniola , Ji*n,” he went 
on, blinking. “There’s a power of men been killed in this 
Hispaniola- -a sight o’ poor seamen dead and gone since you 
and me took ship to Bristol. I never seen sich dirty luck, not I. 
There was this here O’Brien, now—he’s dead, ain’t he? Well, 
now, I’m no scholar, and you’re a lad as can read and figure; 
and to put it straight, do you take it as a dead man is dead for 
good, or do he come alive again?” 

“You can kill the body, Mr. Hands, but not the spirit; you 
must know that already,” I replied. 

“Ah!” says he. “And now I’ll take it kind if you’d step down 
into that there cabin and get me a—well, a—shiver my timbers! 
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I can’t hit the name on’t; well, you get me a bottle of wine, 
Jim—this here brandy’s too strong for my head.” 

Now, the coxswain’s hesitation seemed to be unnatural; and 
as for the notion of his preferring wine to brandy, I entirely 
disbelieved it. The whole story was a pretext. He wanted me 
to leave the deck—so much was plain; but with what purpose 
I could in no way imagine. His eyes never met mine; they kept 
wandering to and fro, up and down, now with a look to the 
sky, now with a flitting glance upon the dead O’Brien. All the 
time he kept smiling, and putting his tongue out in the most 
guilty, embarrassed manner, so that a child could have told 
that he was bent on some deception. I was prompt with my 
answer, however, for I saw where my advantage lay; and that 
with a fellow so densely stupid I could easily conceal my 
suspicions to the end. 

“Some wine?” I said. “Far better. Will you have white or 
red?” 

“Well, I reckon it’s about the blessed same to me, shipmate,” 
he replied; “so it’s strong and plenty of it, what’s the odds?” 

“All right,” I answered. “I’ll bring you port, Mr. Hands. 
But I’ll have to dig for it.” 

With that I scuttled down the companion with all the noise 
I could, slipped off my shoes, ran quietly along the sparred 
gallery, mounted the forecastle ladder, and popped my head 
out of the fore companion. I knew he would not expect to see 
me there; yet I took every precaution possible; and certainly 
the worst of my suspicions proved too true. 

He had risen from his position to his hands and knees; and, 
though his leg obviously hurt him pretty sharply when he 
moved—for I could hear him stifle a groan—yet it was at a 
good, rattling rate that he trailed himself across the deck. In 
half a minute he had reached the port scuppers, and picked, out 
of a coil of rope, a long knife, or rather a short dirk. He looked 
upon it for a moment, thrusting forth his under jaw, tried the 
point upon his hand, and then, hastily concealing it in the 
bosom of his jacket, trundled back again into his old place 
against the bulwark. 

This was all that I required to know. Israel could move about; 
he was now armed; and if he had been at so much trouble to 
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get rid of me, it was plain that I was meant to be the victim. 

Yet I felt sure that I could trust him in one point, since in 
that our interests jumped together, and that was in the dis¬ 
position of the schooner. We both desired to have her stranded 
safe enough in a sheltered place, and so that, when the time 
came, she could be got off again with as little labour and danger 
as might be; and until that was done, I c msidered that my life 
would certainly be spared. 

While I was thus turning the business over in my mind, I 
had not been idle with my body. I had stolen back to the cabin, 
slipped once more into my shoes, and laid my hand at random 
on a bottle of wine, and now, with this for an excuse, I made 
my reappearance on the deck. 

Hands lay as I had left him, all fallen together in a bundle, 
and with his eyelids lowered, as though he were too weak to 
bear the light. He looked up, however, at my coming, knocked 
the neck off the bottle, like a man who had done the same 
thing cftci , and took a good swig, with his favourite toast of 
“Here’s luck!’' 'I hen he lay quiet for a little, and then, pulling 
out a stick of tobacco, begged me to cut him a quid. 

“Cut me a junk o’ that,” says he, “for I haven’t no knife, and 
hardly strength enough, so be as I had. Ah, Jim, Jim, I reckon 
I’ve missed stays! Cut me a quid, as’ll likely be the last, lad; 
for I’m for my long home, and no mistake.” 

“Weil,” said I, “I’ll cut you some tobacco; but if I were you 
and thought myself so badly, I would go to my prayers, like a 
Christian man.” 

I spoke with a little heat, thinking of the dirk he ‘ ad hidden 
in his pocket, and designed, in his ill thoughts, to end me with. 
He, for his part, took a great draught of the wine, and spoke 
with the most unusual solemnity. 

“For thirty years,” he said, “I’ve sailed the seas, and seen 
good and bad, better and worse, fair weather and foul, pro¬ 
visions running out, knives going, and what not. Well, now I 
tell you, I never seen good come o’ goodness yet. Him as strikes 
first is my fancy; dead men don’t bite; them’s my views— 
amen, so be it. And now, you look here,” he added, suddenly 
changing his tone, “we’ve had about enough of this ibolery. 
The tide’s made good enough by now. You just take my 
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orders, Cap’n Hawkins, and we’ll sail slap in and be done with it.” 

All told, we had scarce two miles to run; but the navigation 
was delicate, the entrance to this northern anchorage was not 
only narrow and shoal, but lay east and west, so that the 
schooner must be nicely handled to be got in. I think I was a 
good, prompt subaltern, and I am very sure that Hands was an 
excellent pilot; for we went about and about, and dodged in, 
shaving the banks, with a certainty and a neatness that were a 
pleasure to behold. 

Scarcely had we passed the heads before the land closed 
around us. The shores of North Inlet were as thickly wooded 
as those of the southern anchorage; but the space was longer 
and narrower, and more like, what in truth it was, the estuary 
of a river. Right before us, at the southern end, we saw the 
wreck of a ship in the last stages of dilapidation. It had been a 
great vessel of three masts, but had lain so long exposed to the 
injuries of the weather that it was hung about with great webs 
of dripping seaweed, and on the deck of it shore bushes had 
taken root, and now flourished thick with flowers. It was a sad 
sight, but it showed us that the anchorage was calm. 

“Now,” said Hands, “look here; there’s a pet bit for to beach 
a ship in. Fine flat sand, never a catspaw, trees all round of it, 
and flowers a-blowing like a garding on that old ship.” 

“And once beached,” I inquired, “how shall we get her off 
again?” 

“Why so,” he replied: “you take a line ashore there on the 
other side at low water: take a turn about one o’ them big 
pines; bring it back, take a turn round the capstan, and lie-to 
for the tide. Come high water, all hands take a pull upon the 
line, and off she comes as sweet as natur’. And now, boy, you 
stand by. We’re near the bit now, and she’s too much way on 
her. Starboard a little—so—steady—starboard—larboard a 
little—steady—steady!” 

So he issued his commands, which I breathlessly obeyed, till, 
all of a sudden, he cried, “Now, my hearty, luff!” And I put 
the helm hard up, and the Hispaniola swung round rapidly, and 
ran stem on for the low wooded shore. 

The excitement of these last manoeuvres had somewhat 
interfered with the watch I had kept hitherto, sharply enough, 
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upon the coxswain. Even then I was still so much interested 
waiting for the ship to touch, that I had quite forgot the peril 
that hung over my head, and stood craning over the starboard 
bulwarks and watching the ripples spreading wide before the 
bows. I might have fallen without a struggle for my life, had 
not a sudden disquietude seized upon me, and made me turn 
my head. Perhaps I had heard a creak or seen his shadow 
moving with the tail of my eye; perhaps ii was an instinct like 
a cat’s; but, sure enough, when I looked round, there was 
Hands already halfway towards me, with the dirk in his right 
hand. 

We must both have cried out aloud when our eyes met; but 
while mine was the shrill cry of terror, his was a roar of fury 
like a charging bull’s. At the same instant he threw himself 
forward, and I leapt sideways towards the bow's. As I did so, 
I left hold of the tiller, which sprang sharp to leew r ard; and I 
think this saved iny life, for it struck Hands across the chest, 
and stopped him, for the moment, dead. 

Before he could recover, I w r as safe out of the corner where he 
had me trapped, with all the deck to dodge about. Just forward 
of the main-mast I stopped, drew a pistol from my pocket, took 
a cool aim, though he had already turned and was once more 
coming directly after me, and drew the trigger. The hammer 
fell, but there followed neither flash nor sound; the priming 
was useless with sea water. I cursed myself for my neglect. 
Why had not I, long before, reprimed and reloaded my only 
weapons? Then I should not have been, as now, a fa ere fleeing 
sheep before this butcher. 

Wounded as he was, it was wonderful how fast he could move, 
his grizzled hair tumbling over his face, and his face itself as 
red as a red ensign with his haste and fury. I had no time to try 
my other pistol, nor, indeed, much inclination, for I was sure 
it would be useless. One thing I saw plainly: I must not simply 
retreat before him, or he would speedily hold me boxed into the 
bows, as a moment since lie had so nearly boxed me in the stern. 
Once so caught, and nine or ten inches of the dirk would be my 
last experience on this side of eternity. I placed my palms 
against the main-mast, which w r as of a goodish bigness, and 
waited, every nerve upon the stretch. 
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Seeing that I meant to dodge, he also paused; and a moment 
or two passed in feints on his part, and corresponding move¬ 
ments upon mine. It was such a game as I had often played 
at home about the rocks of Black Hill Cove; but never before, 
you may be sure, with such a wildly beating heart as now. 
Still, as I say, it was a boy’s game, and I thought 1 could hold 
my own at it, against an elderly seaman with a wounded thigh. 
Indeed, my courage had begun to rise so high, that I allowed 
myself a few darting thoughts on what would be the end of 
the affair; and while I saw certainly that I could spin it out for 
long, I saw no hope of any ultimate escape. 

Well, while things stood thus, suddenly the Hispaniola struck, 
staggered, ground for an instant in the sand, and then, swift 
as a blow, canted over to the port side, till the deck stood at an 
angle of forty-five degrees, and about a puncheon of water 
splashed into the scupper holes, and lay, in a pool, between 
the deck and bulwark. 

We were both of us capsized in a second, and both of us rolled 
almost together, into the scuppers; the dead Redcap, with his 
arms still spread out, tumbling stiffly after us. So near were we 
indeed, that my head came against the coxswain’s foot with a 
crack that made my teeth rattle. Blow and all, I was the first 
afoot again; for Hands had got involved with the dead body. 
The sudden canting of the ship had made the deck no place for 
running on; I had to find some new way of escape, and that 
upon the instant," for my foe was almost touching me. Quick as 
thought I sprang into the mizzen shrouds, rattled up hand over 
hand, and did not draw a breath till I was seated on the cross- 
trees. 

I had been saved by being prompt; the dirk had struck not 
half a foot below me, as I pursued my upward flight; and there 
stood Israel Hands with his mouth open and his face upturned 
to mine, a perfect statue of surprise and disappointment. 

Now that I had a moment to myself, I lost no time in changing 
the priming of my pistol, and then, having one ready for service, 
and to make assurance doubly sure, I proceeded to draw the 
load of the other, and recharge it afresh from the beginning. 

My new employment struck Hands all of a heap; he began 
to see the dice gping against him; and after an obvious hesi- 
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tation, he also hauled himself heavily into the shrouds, and, 
with the dirk in his teeth, began slowly and painfully to mount. 
It cost him no end of time and groans to haul his wounded leg 
behind him; and I had quietly finished my arrangements before 
he was much more than a third of the way up. Then, with a 
pistol in either hand, I addressed him. 

“One more step, Mr. Hands,” said I, “and I’ll blow your 
brains out! Dead men don’t bite, you know,” I added, with a 
chuckle. 

He stopped instantly. I could see by the working of his face 
that he was trying to think, and the process was so slow and 
laborious that, in my new-found security, I laughed aloud. At 
last, with a swallow or two, he spoke, his face still wearing the 
same expression of extreme perplexity. In order to speak he 
had to take the dagger from his mouth, but, in all else, he 
remained unmoved. 

“Jim,” says he, “I reckon we’re fouled, you and me, and 
we’ll have to sien arucles. I’d have had you but for that there 
lurch; but I don’t have no luck, not I; and I reckon I’ll have to 
strike, which comes hard, you see, for a master mariner to a 
ship’s younker like you, Jim.” 

I was drinking in his words and smiling away, as conceited 
as a cock upon a wall, when, all in a breath, back went his right 
hand over his shoulder. Something sang like an arrow through 
the air: I felt a blow and then a sharp pang, and there I was 
pinned by the shoulder to the mast. In the horrid pain and 
surprise of the moment—I scarce can say it w oJ by my own 
volition, and I am sure it was without a conscioi.* aim—both 
my pistols went off, and both escaped out of my hands. They 
did not fall alone; with a choked cry, the coxswain loosed his 
grip upon the shrouds, and plunged head first into the water. 

Owing to the cant of the vessel, the masts hung far out over 
the water, and from my perch on the cross-trees I had nothing 
below me but the surface of the bay. Hands, who was not so 
far up, was in consequence, nearer to the ship, and fell between 
me and the bulwarks. He rose once to the surface, and then 
sank again for good. As the water settled, I could see him lying 
huddled together on the clean, bright sand in the shadow of 
the vessel’s side. A fish or two whipped past his body. Sometimes, 
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by the quivering of the water, he appeared to move a little, 
as if he were trying to rise. But he was dead enough, for all that, 
being both shot and drowned, and was food for fish in the very 
place where he had designed my slaughter. 

I was no sooner certain of this than I began to feel sick, faint, 
and terrified. The hot blood was running over my back and 
chest. The dirk, where it had pinned my shoulder to the mast, 
seemed to burn like a hot iron; yet it was not so much these 
real sufferings that distressed me, for these, it seemed to me, 
I could bear without a murmur; it was the horror I had upon 
my mind of falling from the cross-trees into that still green 
water, beside the body of the coxswain. 

I clung with both hands till my nails ached, and I shut my 
eyes as if to cover up the peril. Gradually my mind came back 
again, my pulses quieted down to a more natural time, and I 
was once more in possession of myself. 

It was my first thought to pluck forth the dirk; but either it 
stuck too hard or my nerve failed me; and I desisted with a 
violent shudder. Oddly enough, that very shudder did the 
business. The knife, in fact, had come the nearest in the world 
to missing me altogether; it held me by a mere pinch of skin, 
and this the shudder tore away. The blood ran down the faster, 
to be sure; but I was my own master again, and only tacked 
to the mast by my coat and shirt. 

These last I broke through with a sudden jerk, and then 
regained the deck' by the starboard shrouds. 

I went below, and did what I could for my wound; it pained 
me a good deal, and still bled freely; but it was neither deep 
nor dangerous, nor did it greatly gall me when I used my arm. 
Then I looked around me, and as the ship was now, in a sense, 
my own, I began to think of clearing it from its last passenger— 
the dead man, O’Brien. 

He had pitched, as I have said, against the bulwarks, where 
he lay like some horrible, ungainly sort of puppet; life-size, 
indeed, but how different from life’s colour or life’s comeliness! 
In that position, I could easily have my way with him; and as 
the habit of tragical adventures had worn off almost all my 
terror for the dead, I took him by the waist as if he had been 
a sack of bran, and, with one good heave, tumbled him over- 
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board. He went in with a sounding plunge; the red cap came 
off, and remained floating on the surface; and as soon as the 
splash subsided, I could see him and Israel lying side by side, 
both wavering with the tremulous movement of the water. 
O’Brien, though still quite a young man, was very bald. There 
he lay, with that bald head across the knees of the man who 
had killed him, and the quick fishes steering to and fro over both. 
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ROBERT SOUTHEY 

On the morning of October 21, 1805, Admiral Lord Nelson and 
the French Admiral Villeneuve, who was in command of the 
combined French and Spanish Fleets, faced each other off 
Trafalgar. Each realized that, upon the outcome of the battle, 
hung the fate of Europe. For if the French destroyed the British, 
then Villeneuve’s master, Napoleon, could undertake the 
invasion of England, with every hope of succeeding where, 
more than two hundred years before, the might of Spain had 
failed. With England conquered, resistance to Napoleon in 
Europe must collapse. But on that memorable day the enemy 
felt once more the Nelson touch—for the last time. When 
the sun went down Napoleon’s projected invasion of England 
was a dictator’s faded dream. This narrative is taken from Life 
of Nelson , first published in 1813, the year in which its author 
was made Poet Laureate. 
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On the gth Nelson sent Collingwood what he called, in his 
diary, the Nelson touch. “I send you,” said he, “my plan of 
attack, as far as a man dare venture to guess at the very un¬ 
certain position the enemy may be found in: but it is to place 
you perfectly at ease respecting my intentions, and to give full 
scope to your judgment for carrying them into effect. We can, 
my dear Coll, have no little jealousies. We have only one great 
object in view, that of annihilating our enemies, and getting a 
glorious peace for our country. No man has more confidence in 
another than I have in you; and no man will render your 
services more justice than your very old friend Nelson and 
Bronte.” The order of sailing was to be the order of battle: the 
fleet in two lines, with an advanced squadron of eight of the 
fastest sailing two-deckers. The second in command, having 
the entire direction of his line, was to break through the enemy, 
about the twelfth ship from their rear: he would lead through 
the centre, and the advanced squadron was to cut off three or 
four anead of the centre. This plan was to be adapted to the 
strength of the enemy, so that they should always be one-fourth 
superior to those whom they cut off'. Nelson said, “That his 
admirals and captains, knowing his precise object to be that of a 
close and decisive action, would supply any deficiency of signals, 
and act accordingly. In case signals cannot be seen or clearly 
understood, no captain can do wrong if he places his ship 
alongside that of the enemy.” One of the last orders of this 
admirable man was, that the name and family of every officer, 
seaman, and marine, who might be killed or w'oufcded in action, 
should be, as soon as possible, returned to him, in order to be 
transmitted to the chairman of the Patriotic Fund, that the case 
might be taken into consideration, for the benefit of the 
sufferer or his family. 

About half-past nine in the morning of the 19th, the Mars , 
being the nearest to the fleet of the ships w hich formed the 
line of communication with the frigates in shore, repeated the 
signal that the enemy were coming out of port. The wind was 
at this time very light, with partial breezes, mostly from the 
S.S.W. Nelson ordered the signal to be made for a chase in the 
south-east quarter. About two, the repeating ships announced 
that the enemy were at sea. All night the British fleet con- 
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tinued under all sail, steering to the south-east. At daybreak 
they were in the entrance of the Straits, but the enemy were 
not in sight. About seven, one of the frigates made signal that 
the enemy were bearing north. Upon this the Victory hove to; 
and shortly afterwards Nelson made sail again to the northward. 
In the afternoon the wind blew fresh from the south-west, and 
the English began to fear that the foe might be forced to return 
to port. A little before sunset, however, Blackwood, in the 
Euryalus , telegraphed that they appeared determined to go to 
the westward—“And that,” said the admiral in his diary, 
“They shall not do, if it is in the power of Nelson and Bronte 
to prevent them.” Nelson had signified to Blackwood, that he 
depended upon him to keep sight of the enemy. They were 
observed so well, that all their motions were made known to 
him; and, as they wore twice, he inferred that they were aiming 
to keep the port of Cadiz open, and would retreat there as soon 
as they saw the British fleet: for this reason he was very careful 
not to approach near enough to be seen by them during the 
night. At daybreak the combined fleets were distinctly seen 
from the Victorys deck, formed in a close line of battle ahead, 
on the starboard tack, about twelve miles to leeward, and stand¬ 
ing to the south. Our fleet consisted of twenty-seven sail of the 
line and four frigates; theirs of thirty-three, and seven large 
frigates. 

Soon after daylight Nelson came upon deck. The 21st of 
October was a festiyal in his family; because on that day his 
uncle, Captain Suckling, in the Dreadnought , with two other line 
of battle ships, had beaten off a French squadron of four sail 
of the line and three frigates. Nelson, with that sort of super¬ 
stition from which few persons are entirely exempt, had more 
than once expressed his persuasion that this was to be the day 
of his battle also; and he was well pleased at seeing his predic¬ 
tion about to be verified. The wind was now from the west— 
light breezes, with a long heavy swell. Signal was made to bear 
down upon the enemy in two lines; and the fleet set all sail. 
Collingwood, in the Royal Sovereign , led the lee-line of thirteen 
ships; the Victory led the weatherline of fourteen. Having seen 
that all was as it should be, Nelson retired to his cabin, and 
wrote this prayer: 
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“May the Great God, whom I worship, grant to my 
country, and for the benefit of Europe in general, a great and 
glorious victory; and may no misconduct in any one tarnish 
it; and may humanity after victory be the predominant 
feature in the British fleet! For myself individually, I commit 
my life to Him that made me, and may His blessing alight 
on my endeavours for serving my country faithfully! To 
Him I resign myself, and the just cause which is intrusted 
to me to defend. Amen, Amen, Amen.” 

Blackwood went on board the Victory about six. He found 
him in good spirits, but very calm; not in that exhilaration 
which he had felt upon entering into battle at Aboukir and 
Copenhagen; he knew that his own life would be particularly 
aimed at, and seems to have looked for death with almost as 
sure an expectation as for victory. His whole attention was 
fixed upon the enemy. They tacked to the northward, and 
formed their line on the larboard tack; thus bringing the shoals 
of Trafalgar and St. Pedro under the lee of the British, and 
keeping the port of Cadiz open for themselves. This was 
judiciously done: and Nelson, aware of all the advantages 
which it gave th* m, made signal to prepare to anchor. 

Villencuve was a skilful seaman; worthy of serving a better 
master and a better cause. His plan of defence was as well 
conceived, and as original, as the plan of attack. He formed the 
fleet in a double line, every alternate ship being about a cable’s 
length to windward of her second ahead and astern. Nelson, 
certain of a triumphant issue to the day, asked BiVkwood what 
he should consider as a victory. That officer ai>A r ered, that, 
considering the handsome way in which battle was offered by 
the enemy, their apparent determination for a fair trial of 
strength, and the situation of the land, he thought it would be 
a glorious result if fourteen were captured. He replied: “I shall 
not be satisfied with less than twenty.” Soon afterwards he 
asked him if he did not think there was a signal wanting. 
Captain Blackwood made answer that he thought the whole 
fleet seemed very clearly to understand what they were about. 
These words were scarcely spoken before that signal was made, 
which will be remembered as long as the language, or even 
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the memory, of England shall endure—Nelson’s last signal:— 
“England expects every man to do his duty!” It was received 
throughout the fleet, with a shout of answering acclamation, 
made sublime by the spirit which it breathed and the feeling 
which it expressed. “Now,” said Lord Nelson, “I £an do no 
more. We must trust to the Great Disposer of all events, and the 
justice of our cause. I thank God for this great opportunity of 
doing my duty.” 

He wore that day, as usual, his admiral’s frock coat, bearing 
on the left breast four stars of the different orders with which 
he was invested. Ornaments which rendered him so con¬ 
spicuous a mark for the enemy, were beheld with ominous 
apprehensions by his officers. It was known that there were 
riflemen on board the French ships, and it could not be doubted 
but that his life would be particularly aimed at. They com¬ 
municated their fears to each other; and the surgeon, Mr. 
Beatty, spoke to the chaplain, Dr. Scott, and to Mr. Scott, the 
public secretary, desiring that some person would entreat him 
to change his dress, or cover the stars: but they knew that such 
a request would highly displease him. “In honour I gained 
them,” he had said when such a thing had been hinted to 
him formerly, “and in honour I will die with them.” Mr. 
Beatty, however, would not have been deterred by any fear 
of exciting his displeasure, from speaking to him himself upon 
a subject in which the weal of England as well as the life of 
Nelson was concerned, but he was ordered from the deck before 
he could find an opportunity. This was a point upon which 
Nelson’s officers knew that it was hopeless to remonstrate or 
reason with him; but both Blackwood, and his own captain, 
Hardy, represented to him how advantageous to the fleet it 
would be for him to keep out of action as long as possible; and 
he consented at last to let the Leviathan and the Temeraire , which 
were sailing abreast of the Victory , be ordered to pass ahead. 
Yet even here the last infirmity of this noble mind was indulged; 
for these ships could not pass ahead if the Victory continued to 
carry all her sail; and so far was Nelson from shortening sail, 
that it was evident he took pleasure in pressing on, and 
rendering it impossible for them to obey his own orders. A long 
swell was setting into the Bay of Cadiz: our ships, crowding all 
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sail, moved majestically before it, with light winds from the 
south-west. The sun shone on the sails of the enemy; and their 
well-formed line, with their numerous three-deckers, made an 
appearance which any other assailants would have thought 
formidable; but the British sailors only admired the beauty and 
the splendour of the spectacle; and, in full confidence of winning 
what they saw, remarked to each other, what a fine sight yonder 
ships would make at Spithead! 

The French admiral, from the Bucentaure , beheld the new 
manner in which his enemy was advancing, Nelson and Colling- 
wood each leading his line; and, pointing them out to his 
officers, he is said to have exclaimed, that such conduct could 
not fail to be successful. Yet Villeneuve had made his own 
dispositions with the utmost skill, and the fleets under his com¬ 
mand waited for the attack with perfect coolness. Ten minutes 
before twelve they opened their fire. Eight or nine of the ships 
immediately ahead of the Victory, and across her bows, fired 
single guns at her, to ascertain whether she was yet within 
their range. As s^on as Nelson perceived that their shot passed 
over him, he desired Blackwood and Captain Prowse, of the 
Sirius, to repair to their respective frigates; and, on their way, 
to tell all the captains of the line of battle ships that he depended 
on their exertions; and that, if by the prescribed mode of attack 
they found it impracticable to get into action immediately, 
they might adopt whatever they thought best, provided it 
led them quickly and closely alongside an enemy. As they were 
standing on the front of the poop, Blackwood toob ,him by the 
hand, saying, he hoped soon to return and find him in possession 
of twenty prizes. He replied: “God bless you, Blackwood! I 
shall never see you again.” 

Nelson’s column was steered about two points more to the 
north than Collingwood’s, in order to cut off the enemy’s escape 
into Cadiz: the lee-line, therefore, was first engaged. “See,” 
cried Nelson, pointing to the Royal Sovereign , as she steered right 
for the centre of the enemy’s line, cut through it astern of the 
Santa Anna , three-decker, and engaged her at the muzzle of 
her guns on the starboard side: “see how that noble fellow, 
Collingwood, carries his ship into action!” Collingwood, 
delighted at being first in the heat of the fire, and knowing the 
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feelings of his commander and old friend, turned to his captain, 
and exclaimed, “Rotherham, what would Nelson give to be 
here!” Both these brave officers, perhaps, at this moment 
thought of Nelson with gratitude, for a circumstance which 
had occurred on the preceding day. Admiral Collingwood, 
with some of the captains, having gone on board the Victory 
to receive instructions, Nelson inquired of him where his captain 
was? and was told, in reply, that they were not upon good 
terms with each other. “Terms!” said Nelson;—“good terms 
with each other!” Immediately he sent a boat for Captain 
Rotherham; led him, as soon as he arrived, to Collingwood, 
and saying, “Look, yonder are the enemy!” bade them “shake 
hands like Englishmen.” 

The enemy continued to fire a gun at a time at the Victory, 
till they saw that a shot had passed through her main-topgallant- 
sail; then they opened their broadsides, aiming chiefly at her 
rigging, in the hope of disabling her before she could close with 
them. Nelson, as usual, had hoisted several flags, lest one should 
be shot away. The enemy showed no colours till late in the 
action, when they began to feel the necessity of having them 
to strike. For this reason, the Santissima Trinidad , Nelson’s old 
acquaintance, as he used to call her, was distinguishable only 
by her four decks; and to the bow of this opponent he ordered 
the Victory to be steered. Meantime an incessant raking fire 
was kept up upon the Victory . The Admiral’s secretary was one 
of the first who fefl: he was killed by a cannon-shot, while con¬ 
versing with Hardy. Captain Adair, of the marines, with the 
help of a sailor, endeavoured to remove the body from Nelson’s 
sight, who had a great regard for Mr. Scott; but he anxiously 
asked, “Is that poor Scott that’s gone ?” and being informed that 
it was indeed so, exclaimed, “Poor fellow!” Presently a double¬ 
headed shot struck a party of marines, who were drawn up 
on the poop, and killed eight of them: upon which Nelson 
immediately desired Captain Adair to disperse his men round 
the ship, that they might not suffer so much from being together. 
A few minutes afterwards a shot struck the fore brace bits on the 
quarter-deck, and passed between Nelson and Hardy, a splinter 
from the bit tearing off Hardy’s buckle and bruising his foot. 
Both stopped, and looked anxiously at each other, each 
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supposing the other to be wounded. Nelson then smiled, and 
said, “This is too warm work, Hardy, to last long.” 

The Victory had not yet returned a single gun: fifty of her men 
had been by this time killed or wounded, and her main-top- 
mast, with all her studding sails and their booms, shot away. 
Nelson declared that, in all his battles, he had seen nothing 
which surpassed the cool courage of his c ew on this occasion. 
At four minutes after twelve she opened her fire from both 
sides of her deck. It was not possible to break the enemy’s 
line without running on board one of their ships: Hardy in¬ 
formed him of this, and asked which he would prefer. Nelson 
replied: “Take your choice, Hardy, it does not signify much.” 
The master was then ordered to put the helm to port, and the 
Victory ran on board the Redoutable, just as her tiller ropes were 
shot away. The French ship received her with a broadside; 
then instantly let down her lower-deck ports, for fear of being 
boarded through them, and never afterwards fired a great gun 
during the »rtion. Her tops, like those of all the enemy’s ships, 
were filled with riflemen. Nelson never placed musketry in his 
tops; he had a strong dislike to the practice, not merely because 
it endangers setting fire to the sails, but also because it is a 
murderous sort of warfare, by which individuals may suffer, 
and a commander, now and then, be picked off, but which 
never can decide the fate of a general engagement. 

Captain Harvey, in the Temeraire , fell on board the Redoutable 
on the other side. Another enemy was in like manner on board 
the Temeraire: so that these four ships formed as cc*jpact a tier 
as if they had been moored together, their heads ly» ig all the 
same way. The lieutenants of the Victory , seeing this, depressed 
their guns of the middle and lower decks, and fired with a 
diminished charge, lest the shot should pass through, and 
injure the Temeraire. And because there was danger that the 
Redoutable might take fire from the lower-deck guns, the muzzles 
of which touched her side when they were run out, the fireman 
of each gun stood ready with a bucket of water, which, as soon 
as the gun was discharged, he dashed into the hole made by the 
shot. An incessant fire was kept up from the Victory from both 
sides; her larboard guns playing upon the Bucentaure and the 
huge Santissima Trinidad . 
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It had been part of Nelson’s prayer that the British fleet 
might be distinguished by humanity in the victory which he 
expected. Setting an example himself, he twice gave orders to 
cease firing upon the Redoutable , supposing that she had struck, 
because her great guns were silent; for, as she carried no flag, 
there was no means of instantly ascertaining the fact. From this 
ship, which he had thus twice spared, he received his death. 
A ball fired from her mizen-top, which, in the then situation 
of the two vessels, was not more than fifteen yards from that 
part of the deck where he was standing, struck the epaulette on 
his left shoulder—about a quarter after one, just in the heat 
of the action. He fell upon his face, on the spot which was 
covered with his poor secretary’s blood. Hardy, who was a 
few steps from him, turning round, saw three men raising him 
up. “They have done for me at last, Hardy,” said he. “I hope 
not!” cried Hardy. “Yes,” he replied; “my back bone is shot 
through.” Yet even now, not for a moment losing his presence 
of mind, he observed, as they were carrying him down the 
ladder, that the tiller ropes, which had been shot away, were 
not yet replaced, and ordered that new ones should be rove 
immediately:—then, that he might not be seen by the crew, 
he took out his handkerchief, and covered his face and his 
stars.—Had he but concealed these badges of honour from the 
enemy, England, perhaps, would not have had cause to receive 
with sorrow the news of the battle of Trafalgar. 

The cockpit was crowded with wounded and dying men, 
over whose bodies he was with some difficulty conveyed, and 
laid upon a pallet in the midshipmen’s berth. It was soon 
perceived, upon examination, that the wound was mortal. 
This, however, was concealed from all, except Captain Hardy, 
the chaplain, and the medical attendants. He himself being 
certain, from the sensation in his back, and the gush of blood 
which he felt momently within his breast, that no human care 
could avail him, insisted that the surgeon should leave him, 
and attend to those to whom he might be useful: “For,” said 
he, “you can do nothing for me.” All that could be done was 
to fan him with paper, and frequently to give him lemonade, 
to alleviate his intense thirst. He was in great pain, and ex¬ 
pressed much anxiety for the event of the action, which now 
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began to declare itself. As often as a ship struck the crew of 
the Victory hurraed; and at every hurra a visible expression of 
joy gleamed in the eyes, and marked the countenance, of the 
dying hero. But he became impatient to see Captain Hardy; 
and as that officer, though often sent for, could not leave the 
deck, Nelson feared that some fatal cause prevented him, and 
repeatedly cried: “Will no one bring H. rdy to me? He must 
be killed! He is surely dead!”—An hear and ten minutes 
elapsed, from the time when Nelson received his wound, 
before Hardy could come to him. They shook hands in silence; 
Hardy in vain struggling to suppress the feelings of that most 
gainful and yet sublimest moment. “Well, Hardy,” said Nelson, 
“how goes the day with us?”—“Very well,” replied Hardy; 
“ten ships have struck, but five of their van have tacked, and 
show an intention of bearing down upon the Victory . I have called 
two or three of our fresh ships round, and have no doubt of giving 
them a drubbing.”—“I hope,” said Nelson, “none of our 
ships ha\c struck?” Hardy answered, “There was no fear of 
that.” Then, and not till then, Nelson spoke of himself. “I 
am a dead man, Hardy,” said he; “I am going fast:—it will 
be all over with me soon. Come nearer to me.” Hardy observed, 
that he hoped Mi. Beatty could yet hold out some prospect 
of life. “Oh no!” he replied; “it is impossible. My back is shot 
through. Beatty will tell you so.” Captain Hardy then, once 
more, shook hands with him; and, with a heart almost bursting, 
hastened upon deck. 

By this time all feeling below the breast w as gone ,md Nelson, 
having made the surgeon ascertain this, said to Vm: “You 
know I am gone. I know it. I feel something rising in my breast” 
—putting his hand on his left side—“which tells me so.” And 
upon Beatty’s inquiring whether his pain was very great, he 
replied, “So great, that he wished he was dead. Yet,” said he, 
in a lower voice, “one would like to live a little longer too!” 
Captain Hardy, some fifty minutes after he had left the cockpit, 
returned; and, again taking the hand of his dying friend and 
commander, congratulated him on having gained a complete 
victory. How many of the enemy were taken he did not know, 
as it was impossible to perceive them distinctly—but fourteen 
or fifteen at least. “That’s well,” cried Nelson; “but I bargained 
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for twenty.” And then, in a stronger voice, he said, “Anchor, 
Hardy; anchor.” Hardy, upon this, hinted that Admiral 
Collingwood would take upon himself the direction of affairs. 
“Not while I live, Hardy!” said the dying Nelson, ineffectually 
endeavouring to raise himself from the bed: “do you anchor.” 
His previous order for preparing to anchor had shown how 
clearly he foresaw the necessity of this. Presently, calling Hardy 
back, he said to him, in a low voice, “Don’t throw me over¬ 
board”; and he desired that he might be buried by his parents, 
unless it should please the king to order otherwise. “Kiss me, 
Hardy,” said he. Hardy knelt down, and kissed his check: 
and Nelson said, “Now I am satisfied. Thank God, I have done 
my duty.” Hardy stood over him in silence for a moment or 
two, then knelt again, and kissed his forehead. “Who is that?” 
said Nelson; and being informed, he replied, “God bless you, 
Hardy.” And Hardy then left him—for ever. 

Nelson now desired to be turned upon his right side, and 
said: “I wish I had not left the deck; for I shall soon be gone.” 
Death was, indeed, rapidly approaching. He said to the 
chaplain: “Doctor, I have not been a great sinner.” His articula¬ 
tion now became difficult; but he was distinctly heard to say, 
“Thank God, I have done my duty!” These words he had 
repeatedly pronounced; and they were the last words he uttered. 
He expired at thirty minutes after four—three hours and a 
quarter after he had received his wound. 
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C.U'TMX MAR KYAT 


Jack Easy, a midshipman fioin the sloop Harp}, is in charge 
of a captured prize. The crew mutiny and go ashore, leaving 
Jack alone save for Mesty, his Ncgio servant, wt.o had once 
been a slave. Jack waits offshore until the muti;. ers, whose 
leader has been killed by a shark, come to their senses. When 
they do Jack starts back to find the Harpy, whose officers and 
crew believe him dead. His return coinc’des with fresh action 
by the Harpy against the Spaniards. After hoisting a most 
unusual ensign Jack is able to make a dramatic contribution to 
the Harpy s fight, and then sets out to keep his word to the 
scared mutineers. Jack's further adventures are related in Mr. 
Midshipman Easy, from which this story is taken. 

“What that?” cried Mesty, looking out of the cabin window'— 
“Ah! d—n drunken dogs—-they set fire to tent.” 
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Jack looked, and perceived that the tent on shore was in 
flames. 

“I tink these cold nights cool their courage, anyhow,” 
observed Mesty—“Massa Easy, you see they soon ask permission 
to come on board.” 

Jack thought so too, and was most anxious to be off; for, on 
looking into the lockers in the state-room, he had found a chart 
of the Mediterranean, which he had studied very attentively— 
he had found out the rock of Gibraltar, and had traced the 
Harpy*s course up to Cape de Gatte, and thence to Tarragona— 
and, after a while, had summoned Mesty to a cabinet council. 

“See, Mesty,” said Jack, “I begin to make it out, here is 
Gibraltar, and Cape de Gatte, and Tarragona—it was here¬ 
about we were when we took the ship, and, if you recollect, we 
had passed Cape de Gatte two days before we were blown off 
from the land, so that we had gone about twelve inches, and had 
only four more to go.” 

“Yes, Massa Easy, I see all dat.” 

“Weil, then, we were blown off-shore by the wind, and must 
of course have come down this way; and here you see are three 
little islands, called Zaffarine Islands, and with no names of 
towns upon them, and therefore uninhabited; and you see they 
lie just like the islands we are anchored among now—we 
must be at the Zaffarine Islands—and only six inches from 
Gibraltar.” 

“I see, Massa Easy, dat all right—but six debbelish long 
inches.” 

“Now, Mesty, you know the compass on deck has a flourish¬ 
ing thing for the north point—and here is a compass with a 
north point also. Now the north point from the Zaffarine 
Islands leads out to the Spanish coast again, and Gibraltar lies 
five or six points of the compass to this side of it—if we steer 
that way we shall get to Gibraltar.” 

“All right, Massa Easy,” replied Mesty, and Jack was right, 
with the exception of the variation, which he knew nothing 
about. 

To make sure, Jack brought one of the compasses down from 
deck, and compared them. He then lifted off the glass, counted 
the points of the compass to the westward, and marked the 
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corresponding one on the binnacle compass with his pen. 

“There,” said he, “that is the way to Gibraltar, and as soon 
as the mutiny is quelled, and the wind is fair, I’ll be off.” 

A few more days passed, and, as was expected, the mutineers 
could hold out no longer. In the first place, they had put in the 
spile of the second cask of wine so loosely when they were tipsy 
that it dropped out, and all the wine ran out, so that there had 
been none left for three or four days; in tne next their fuel had 
long been expended, and they had latterly eaten their meat 
raw: the loss of their tent, which had been fired by their careless¬ 
ness, had been followed by four days and nights of continual 
rain. Everything they had had been soaked through and 
through, and they were worn out, shivering with cold, and 
starving. Hanging they thought better than dying by inches 
from starvation; and yielding to the imperious demands of 
hunger, they came down to the beach, abreast of the ship, and 
dropped down on their knees. 

“I tell you so, Massa Easy,” said Mesty: “d—n rascals, they 
forget they come down fire musket at us every day: by all de 
powers, Mesty not forget it.” 

“Ship ahoy!” cried one of the men on shore. 

“What do you want?” replied Jack. 

“Have pity on us, sir—mercy!” exclaimed the other men, 
“we will return to our duty.” 

“Debbie doubt ’em!” 

“What shall I say, Mesty?” 

“Tell ’em no, first, Massa Easy- -tell ’em to starve and be 
d—d.” 

“I cannot take mutineers on board,” replied Jack. 

“Well, then, our blood be on your hands, Mr. Easy,” replied 
the first man who had spoken. “If we arc to die, it must not be 
by inches—if you will not take us, the sharks shall—it is but a 
crunch, and all is over. What do you say, my lads? let’s all 
rush in together: good-bye, Mr. Easy, I hope you’ll forgive us 
when we’re dead: it was all that rascal Johnson, the coxswain, 
who persuaded us. Come, my lads, it’s no use thinking of it, the 
sooner done the better—let us shake hands, and then make one 
run of it.” 

It appeared that the poor fellows had already made up their 
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minds to do this, if our hero, persuaded by Mesty, had refused 
to take them on board; they shook hands all round, and then 
walking a few yards from the beach, stood in a line while the 
man gave the signal—one—two— 

“Stop,” cried Jack—“stop.” 

The men paused. 

“What will you promise if I take you on board?” 

“To do our duty cheerfully till we join the ship, and then 
be hung as an example to all mutineers,” replied the 
men. 

“Dat very fair,” replied Mesty; “take dem at their word, 
Massa Easy.” 

“Very well,” replied Jack, “I accept your conditions; and 
we will come for you.” 

Jack and Mesty hauled up the boat, stuck their pistols in 
their belts, and pulled to the shore. The men, as they stepped 
in, touched their hats respectfully to our hero, but said nothing. 
On their arrival on board, Jack read that part of the articles of 
war relative to mutiny, by which the men were reminded of 
the very satisfactory fact, “that they were to suffer death”; 
and then made a speech which, to men who were starving, 
appeared to be interminable. However, there is an end to 
everything in this world, and so there was to Jack’s harangue; 
after which Mesty gave them some biscuit, which they devoured 
in thankfulness, until they could get something better. The 
next morning the .wind was fair, they weighed their kedge with 
some difficulty, and ran out of the harbour: the men appeared 
very contrite, worked well, but in silence, for they had no very 
pleasant anticipations; but hope always remains with us; and 
each of the men, although he had no doubt but that the others 
would be hung, hoped that he would escape with a sound 
flogging. The wind, however, did not allow them to steer their 
course long; before night it was contrary, and they fell off three 
points to the northward. “However,” as Jack observed, “at 
all events we shall make the Spanish coast, and then wc must 
run down it to Gibraltar: I don’t care—I understand navigation 
much better than I did.” The next morning they found them¬ 
selves with a very light breeze, under a high cape, and, as the 
sun rose, they observed a large vessel in-shorc, about two miles 
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to the westward of them, and another outside, about four miles 
off. Mesty took the glass and examined the one outside, which, 
on a sudden, had let fall all her canvas, and was now running 
for the shore, steering for the cape under which Jack’s vessel 
lay. Mesty put down the glass. 

“Massa Easy—I tink dat de Ilarpy .” 

One of the seamen took the glass and examined her, while 
the others who stood by showed great agitation. 

“Yes, it is the Ilarpy ,” said the seaman. “Oh! Mr. Easy, 
will you forgive us?” continued the man, and he and the others 
fell on their knees. “Do not tell all, for God’s sake, Mr. Easy.” 

Jack’s heart melted; he looked at Mesty. 

“I tink,” said Mesty, apart to our hero, “dat with what them 
hab suffer already, suppose they get seven dozen a-piece y dat quite 
enough.” 

Jack thought that even half that punishment would suffice; 
so he told the men, that although he must state what had 
occurred, he would not tell all, and would contrive to get them 
off as weli as he couicl. He was about to make a long speech, 
but a gun from the Harpy , which had now come up within range, 
made him defer it till a more convenient opportunity. At the 
same time the vessel in-shore hoisted Spanish colours and fired 
a gun. 

“By de powers but we got in the middle of it,” cried Mesty; 
“Ilarpy tink us Spaniard. Now, my lads, get all gun ready, 
bting up powder and shot. Massa, now 7 us fire at Spaniard— 
Harpy not fire at us- no ab English colours on board—dat all 
we must do.” 

The men set to with a will; the guns were all oaded, and 
were soon cast loose and primed, during which operations it 
fell calm, and the sails of all three vessels flapped against their 
masts. The Ilmpy was then about two miles from Jack’s vessel, 
and the Spaniard about a mile from him, with all her boats 
ahead of her, towing towards him; Mesty examined the Spanish 
vessel. 

“Dat man-of-war, Massa Easy- what de debbcl we do for 
colour? must hoist someting.” 

Mesty ran down below; he recollected that there w;.s a very 
gay petticoat, which had been left by the old lady who was in 
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the vessel when they captured her. It was of green silk, with 
yellow and blue flowers, but very faded. Mesty had found it 
under the mattress of one of the beds, and had put it into his 
bag, intending probably to cut it up into waistcoats. He soon 
appeared with this under his arm, made it fast to the peak 
halyards and hoisted it up. 

“Dere, Massa, dat do very well—dat what you call ‘all 
nation colour .’ Everybody strike him flag to dat—men nebber 
pull it down/’ said Mesty, “anyhow. Now den, ab hoist colour, 
we fire away—mind you only fire one gun at a time, and point 
um well, den ab time to load again.” 

“She’s hoisted her colours, sir,” said Sawbridge, on board 
of the Harpy ; “but they do not show out clear, and it’s impossible 
to distinguish them; but there’s a gun.” 

“It’s not at us, sir,” said Gascoigne, the midshipman; “it’s 
at the Spanish vessel—I saw the shot fall ahead of her.” 

“It must be a privateer,” said Captain Wilson; “at all 
events, it is very fortunate, for the corvette would otherwise 
have been towed into Carthagena. Another gun, round and 
grape, and well pointed too; she carries heavy metal, that craft: 
she must be a Maltese privateer.” 

“That’s as much as to say that she’s a pirate,” replied Saw- 
bridge; “I can make nothing of her colours—they appear to 
me to be green—she must be a Turk. Another gun—and devilish 
well aimed; it has hit the boats.” 

“Yes, they are all in confusion: we will have her now, if we 
can only get a trifle of wind. That is a breeze coming up in the 
offing. Trim the sails, Mr. Sawbridge.” 

The yards were squared, and the IJarpy soon had steerage¬ 
way. In the meantime Jack and his few men had kept up a 
steady, well-directed, although slow, fire with their larboard 
guns upon the Spanish corvette; and two of her boats had been 
disabled. The Harpy brought the breeze up with her, and was 
soon within range; she steered to cut off the corvette, firing 
only on her bow-chasers. 

“We ab her now,” cried Mesty; “fire away—men, take good 
aim. Breeze come now; one man go to helm. By de power what 
dat?” 

The exclamation of Mesty was occasioned by a shot hulling 
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the ship on the starboard side. Jack and he ran over, and 
perceived that three Spanish gun-boats had just made their 
appearance round the point, and had attacked them. The fact 
was, that on the other side of the cape was the port and town of 
Carthagena, and these gun-boats had been sent out to the 
assistance of the corvette. The ship had now caught the breeze, 
fortunately for Jack, or he would probably have been taken into 
Carthagena; and the corvette, finding herself cut off by both the 
Harpy and Jack’s vessel, as soon as the breeze came up to her, 
put her head the other way, and tried to escape by running 
westward along the coast close in-shore. Another shot, and 
then another, pierced the hull of the ship, and wounded two 
of Jack’s men; but as the corvette had turned, and the Harpy 
followed her, of course Jack did the same, and in ten minutes 
he was clear of the gun-boats, who did not venture to make sail 
and stand after him. The wind now freshened fast, and blew 
out the green petticoat, but the Harpy was exchanging broad¬ 
sides with the corvette, and too busy to look after Jack’s ensign. 
The Spaniaid defended himself well, and had the assistance 
of the batteries as he passed, but there was no anchorage until 
he had run many miles further. About noon, the wind died 
away, and at one o’clock it again fell nearly calm; but the 
Harpy had neared her distance, and was now within three 
cables’ length of her antagonist, engaging her and a battery of 
four guns. Jack came up again, for he had the last of the breeze, 
and was about half a mile from the corvette when it fell calm. 
By the advice of Mesty, he did not fire any more, as otherwise 
the Harpy would not obtain so much credit, and it V as evident 
that the fire of the Spaniard slackened fast. At three o’clock 
the Spanish colours were hauled down, and the Harpy , sending 
a boat on board and taking possession, directed her whole 
fire upon the battery, which was soon silenced. 

The calm continued, and the Harpy was busy enough with 
the prize, shifting the prisoners and refitting both vessels, which 
had very much suffered in the sails and rigging. There was an 
occasional wonder on board the Harpy what that strange 
vessel might be, who had turned the corvette and enabled them 
to capture her, but when people are all very busy, thert is not 
much time for surmise. 
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Jack’s crew, with himself, consisted but of eight, one of 
which was a Spaniard, and two were wounded. It therefore 
left him but four, and he had also something to do, which was 
to assist his wounded men, and secure his guns. Moreover, 
Mesty did not think it prudent to leave the vessel a mile from 
the Harpy with only two on board; besides, as Jack said, he 
had had no dinner, and was not quite sure that he should find 
anything to eat when he went into the midshipmen’s berth; 
he would therefore have some dinner cooked, and eat it before 
he went on board; in the meantime, they would try and close 
w'ith her. Jack took things al.vays very easy, and he said he 
should report himself at sunset. There were other reasons 
which made Jack in no very great hurry to go on board; he 
wanted to have time to consider a little, what he should say 
to excuse himself, and also how he should plead for the men. 
His natural correctness of feeling decided him, in the first place, 
to tell the whole truth; and in the next, his kind feelings de¬ 
termined him to tell only part of it. Jack need not have given 
himself this trouble, for, as far as regarded himself, he had 
fourteen thousand good excuses in the bags that lay in the state¬ 
room; and as for the men, after an action w r ith the enemy, if 
they behave well, even mutiny is forgiven. At last, Jack, who 
was tired with excitement and the hard work of the day, 
thought and thought until he fell fast asleep, and instead of 
w'aking at sunset, did not wake till two hours afterwards; and 
Metsy did not call him, because he was in no hurry himself 
to go on board “and boil de kettle for de young gentlemen 

When Jack woke up, he was astonished to find that he had 
slept so long; he went on deck; it was dark and still calm, but 
he could easily perceive that the Harpy and corvette were still 
hove-to, repairing damages. He ordered the men to low r er down 
the small boat, and leaving Mesty in charge, w r ith two oars he 
pulled to the Harpy. What with wounded men, with prisoners, 
and boats going and coming between the vessels, everyone on 
board the Harpy were well employed; and in the dark, Jack’s 
little boat came alongside without notice. This should not have 
been the case, but it was, and there was some excuse for it. 
Jack ascended the side, and pushed his way through the 
prisoners, who were being mustered to be victualled. He was 
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wrapped up in one of the gregos, and many of the prisoners 
wore the same. 

Jack was amused at not being recognized; he slipped down 
the main ladder, and had to stoop under the hammocks of the 
wounded men, and was about to go aft to the captain’s cabin 
to report himself, when he heard young Gossett crying out, 
and the sound of the rope. “Hang me, if that brute Vigors ain’t 
thrashing young Gossett,” thought Jack. ‘I daresay the poor 
fellow has had plenty of it since I have been away; I’ll save 
him this time, at least.” Jack, wrapped up in his grego, went 
to the window of the berth, looked in, and found it was as he 
expected. He cried out in an angry voice, Mr. Vigors, Vll thank 
ybiu to leave Gossett alone . At the sound of the voice, Vigors turned 
round with his colt in his hand, saw Jack’s face at the window, 
and, impressed with the idea that the re-appearance was 
supernatural, uttered a yell and fell down in a fit—little Gossett 
also, trembling in every limb, stared with his mouth open. 
Jack was satisfied, and immediately disappeared. He then went 
aft to the cabin, pushed by the servant, who was giving some 
orders from the captain to the officer on deck, and entering the 
cabin, where the captain was seated with two Spanish officers, 
took off his hat and said— 

“Gome on board, Captain Wilson.” 

Captain Wilson did not fall down in a fit, but he jumped 
up, and upset the glass before him. 

“Merciful God, Mr. Easy, where did you come from?” 

“From that ship astern, sir,” replied Jack. 

“That ship astern! what is she?- where have vv 1 been so 
long?” 

“It’s a long story, sir,” replied Jack. 

Captain Wilson extended his hand and shook Jack's heartily. 

“At all events, I’m delighted to see you, boy: now' sit down 
and tell me your story in a few words; we will have it in detail 
by-and-byc.” 

“If you please, sir,” said Jack, “we captured that ship w ith 
the cutter the night after we w r cnt away—Tin not a first-rate 
navigator, and I was blowm to the Zaffarine Islands, where I 
remained two months for w r ant of hands: as soon as I procured 
them I made sail again—I have lost three men by sharks, and 
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I have two wounded in today’s fight—the ship mounts twelve 
guns, is half laden with lead and cotton prints, has fourteen 
thousand dollars in the cabin, and three shot-holes right through 
her—and the sooner you send some people on board of her the 
better.” 

This was not very intelligible, but that there were fourteen 
thousand dollars and that she required hands sent on board, 
was very satisfactorily explained. Captain Wilson rang the 
bell, sent for Mr. Asper, who started back at the sight of our 
hero—desired him to order Mr. Jolliffe to go on board with 
one of the cutters, send the wounded men on board, and take 
charge of the vessel, and then told Jack to accompany Mr. 
Jolliffe, and to give him every information. 
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